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EVERETT H. LYNDS, - HOLYOKE, IMAss. 
Division Commander, 1905 


—.— 


ENCAMPMENT PROCEEDINGS 


Lorimer Hall, Tremont Temple, Boston, was the place, and 
2 o’clock p. m., Tuesday, February 13, 1906, the hour, for the 
delegates to the 24th annual encampment of the Massachusetts 
Division to convene, and long before that hour large numbers 
of our “‘boys in blue’’ greeted their Division officers and 
invited guests at that popular meeting hall. Division Com- 
mander Everett H. Lynds of Holyoke called the encampment 
to order at 2.30, after having given the committee on creden- 
tials time to receive the usual cards of authority from the 
delegates. 


ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS 


Division Secretary Raymond H. Smith called the roll of 
the officers of the Division, the officers present being: 


Division Commander, . Everett H. Lynds. 

Senior Vice Div. Commander, Frank L. Kirchgassner. 
Junior Vice Div. Commander, James H. Wentworth. 
Members of Division Council, A. F. Graves, A. R. MeAdam. 
Division Chaplain, . . . | Hosmer F. Keeney. 

on Secretary, . . Raymond H. Smith. 

Division Treasurer, . Herbert R. Thorpe. 

Division Counsellor,. . . . William O. Cutler. 

Division Inspector, . . . . Walter Penney. 


ae 

Division Inspector Walter Penney, assisted by Lyman W. 
Floyd of Camp 149 of Manchester, made the rounds of the 
encampment and received the password from the assembled 
delegates. 

The encampment having been duly opened according to 
the ritual form, Commander-in-Chief Harley V. Speelman 
of Cincinnati, O., and Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief 
Arthur M. Soule of Portland, Me., were ushered into the 
encampment by Past Commander-in-Chief Charles K. Darling 
and Past Division Commander William A. Stevens. After a 
magnificent reception of hand clapping and cheers on the part 
of the delegates, Division Commander Lynds felicitously 
presented Commander-in-Chief Speelman to the encampment. 
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Address of Commander=in=Chief 


HARLEY V. SPEELTIAN 


; Commander Lynds and Members of the Massachusetts 
Division: It is personally gratifying to me, I assure you, to 
pave the proud privilege of appearing at the beginning of your 
24th annual encampment. I am glad of the opportunity at 
all times, to visit an assemblage of Sons of Veterans in session. 
I am particularly pleased to have the opportunity and the 
pleasure of coming east at this time to the old Bay State, 
meeting with the good fellows I have known for all these years, 
and forming new acquaintances in one of the best divisions 
in the Commandery-in-Chief, (Applause.) 

? In the first place, I want to congratulate you upon the 
fact, end T congratulate myself upon the same fact, that we 
ae ere. seat in an organization second only to 
wana sie Bescaitaae. of the Republic, the grandest army 
Serine ei Nas ever seen. (Applause.) I say that_we 
t s10n to point proudly to our heritage and eligibility 

O membership in this organization. 
mane eae you upon the personnel of the 
enneerie Division va o this encampment, but of the Massa- 
Commnaniea ee rae ‘ a8) plainly evident, and it is frequently 
we more ate f a BS the years go by and as we grow older, 
rights to Sauteed appreciate the importance of our 
as patriotic eee and our duties as Sons of Veterans and 
ing records ae RR Citizens. (Applause. ) Men are search- 
being able to es all over this country in the hope of 
secure membership a mond find something by which they can 
The Sons of the Amer arigt the older organizations such as 
time, I predict, before can Revolution. It will be but a short 
and through libraries mae will be likewise searching records 
have the aa tobe tying to ascertain as to whether they 
Veterans of th Uni members of the order of The Sons of 
“ € United States of Amer Applause: a vo 

Hear.’’) rica. (Applause: a voice, 


We have a duty to per 
the importance of th Tie 


ara eo and I think that we realize 
at duty. We have an obligation to dis- 
share ene to the memory of our fathers, but as patriotie 
enn eaiiet we siseinn it is fitting, right, appropriate and 
this ead ana chee @ meet in convention and in temples of 


acter, to s 7 7 re 
ashamed of the fact that a show to the world that we are not 


plause.) € are sons of Union soldiers. (Ap- 


I want to congratulate you also upon the splendid admin- 
istration that has governed your Division during the last 
year. (Applause.) In Division Commander Everett H. Lynds 
and his subordinate officers, you have had men at the head of 
affairs in your Division, with the interests of the Division and 
of the order at heart, and I know that they have received from 
you and from the loyal membership of Massachusetts, the 
most loyal and active support. 

Now I do not want to butt in here on your proceedings 
right at the outset; but I bring you fraternal greetings. I 
know that I speak the sentiment that prevails throughout the 
Commandery-in-Chief, east and west, when I say that you have 
the good wishes of every member of the order throughout this 
broad land of ours. My earnest wish is that the deliberations 
of your encampment may be conducted in such a way (and I 
believe they will) as to be productive of desirable results not 
only in their relation to the Division of Massachusetts, but also 
to the welfare of the order in general. 

I thank you again for this most courteous, cordial greet- 
ing, and wish you God-speed and success in all of your 
undertakings. (Applause.) 


Address of Senior Vice Commander=in-Chief 
ARTHUR I, SOULE 


Commander Lynds and Brothers: You can hardly expect 
a speech from me at this time after the eloquent, patriotic 
words which have come .from our Commander-in-Chief. I 
knew that he would give you something worth listening to, 8° 
I have not come prepared to give you anything that will be 
substantial. I come as a representative of the Pine Tree State, 
and extend to you the fraternal greetings of my brothers in 
that division; and I know that I speak truly when I say, as 
our Commander-in-Chief has said, that the greetings of the 
Commandery-in-Chief are extended to you at this time. Those 
of us who are privileged to be in touch with the work of the 
Commandery-in-Chief can assure you that there is a very 
healthy sentiment looking toward the building up and the 
strengthening of our order. It seems to me that I cannot 
recall a time when the interest has been so keen, so active as 
it is today. Men of strength, men of character and men of 
influence in our communities are looking up their eligibility to 
membership in this organization, and are rapidly becomimg 
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enrolled upon our banner; and I am sure that the time is not 
far distant when we too can point, with the same degree of 
pride that the members of the Sons of the Revolution and the 
other patriotic bodies do, to the fact that we do not have to go 
out and urge men to come into our ranks, but they will be 
coming after us and asking us what it is necessary for them to 
do to become identified with us. I am sure that as the time 
goes on and we realize the responsibilities that are coming to 
us year by year, those who are not already identified with us 
will make haste to become one with us. 

Now, Brothers, as I said, I did not intend to make any 
extended remarks at this time. I thank you for the courteous 
reception you have given us. This is not my first visit to an 
encampment of the Massachusetts Division. I know that you 
have a happy faculty of transacting a good deal of business in 
an expeditious way, and I presume that there is a good deal 
of business to take your attention, so for that reason I will not 
attempt to say anything further at this time. 
join ne aan om eal pe the Commandery-in-Chief, 
(eninge é Speelman in extending greetings. 


Response by Past Commander-in-Chief 
CHARLES K. DARLING 


ea poamandsy nonce and Brothers of the Encampment: I 
to these greetings aia io ch tales pi bere HOuescone 
come before you for my € see OL extended. poe pecans i 
roses Bone Ce a aie visit to the encampment, with 
linverilis, eonsclaont at endance at my camp meetings. I 
Hoss ORs Siete however, I believe, in thinking that if 
ICE, S Who were the “‘war-horses’? of the order, perhaps 
pone five by, made ourselves too active in these latter days, 
bane prow cit the track the bright, young, earnest, 

seule young men who are coming to the front in order to 
carry out the work of this Division. (Laughter and applause.) 
I am very sure that neither the Division Commander of this 
year, nor the commanders in any recent past years, have any 
reason to complain of my butting in to any of the work which 
they have sought to carry out. (Laughter. ) 

Now, having, with a more or less guilty conscience, stood 
up here, I want to extend to the Commander-in-Chief and 
Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief our best wishes and best 
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work and best thought which we can put forth to build up this 
order of the Sons of Veterans. 

We have in our Commander-in-Chief one whom many of 
us have known in years gone by; many of us have known him 
in his city; many of us have visited him there and know the 


work which he has done. We appreciate his coming from ~ 


Cincinnati here to Boston in order to visit this encampment, 
and we hope he will carry back to his Division and to those 
splendid boys out in Cincinnati, the greetings and well wishes 
of this sister-division. 

I have not time to dwell further upon the work of the 
Order. I think that we have a great and glorious future. I 
think that we have only begun to lay the foundation of the 
Order which will grow until the Sons of Veterans will outstrip 
these other orders. None of them are older than we are. I 
happen to know that the Sons of the American Revolution, for 
instance, is comparatively a very young babe in the family of 
patriotic orders, but because it seemed to be connected with 
something in the dim distant past, people tumbled over each 
other in order to get into it. We ought to come to the front 
while these fathers who need our aid are spared. We ought to 
come to the front where we ean do work and good work for 
those who in the time of their country’s need went forth and 
preserved for us this Union; that is what ought to hold us 
together and ought to muke us the strongest and the best 
patriotic order of young men in this country. (Applause. ) 


Encampment Committees 


Division Commander Lynds read the following list of 
committees for the encampment : 


CONSTITUTION AND LAWS. 


A. S. Neal, of Camp No. 95, Revere; Past Commander 
George HE. Hunt, Camp No. 67, Abington; Commander B. L. 
Turner, Camp No. 37, Gardner; Past Commander G. T. Duck- 
worth, Camp No. 35, New Bedford; Past Commander 8. A. 
Pickering, Camp No. 78, Lowell; Commander Frank A. Smith, 
Camp No. 44, Westfield. 


RITUAL AND CEREMONIES. 


Past Division Commander E. H. Lounsbury, Camp No. 66, 
Woburn; Commander F. G. Bauer, Camp No. 51, Jamaica 
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Plain; Past Commander F. W. Fenno, Camp 101, Westmin- 
ister; Past Commander O. S. Bickford, Camp No. 107, Green- 


field; Division Councilman A. R. McAdam, Camp No. 25, 
Worcester. 


CREDENTIALS. 


Division Secretary R. H. Smith, Camp No. 60, Holyoke; 
Past Junior Vice Division Commander F. I. Brock. Camp No. 
65, Athol; Delegate J. W. Derby, Camp No. 15, Sprinefield; 
Delegate A. G. Patterson, Camp No. 85, Webster; Past Com- 
mander G. P. Mackie, Camp 98, South Boston. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


u. Delegate W. M. Brigham, Camp No. 94, Marlboro; Senior 
Vice Commander F, H. White, Camp No. 106, Charlestown; 
Commander E. J. Coombs, Camp No. 108, Pittsfield; Past 
Junior Vice Division Commander J. H. Cummings, Camp No. 


121, Northfield; Past -C 2 RoR Renae at g 
South Boston. ommander F. E. Howard, Camp No. 98, 


OFFICERS REPORTS. 


__ Past Division Commander F. J. Bradford, Camp 3, Somer- 
ues Delegate A. M. Levy, Camp No. 28, Fitchburg; Delegate 
Sten ee Camp 30, Dorchester; Delegate Stephen F. 
N ‘igs aD No. 46, Roxbury; Delegate F. 'T. Noyes, Camp 

0. 109, Newburyport ; Brother Gleason, Camp 49, Natick. 


PRATERNAL GREETINGS. 


Past Division Commander W. A. Stevens, Camp 45 

li S » AY s, Camp 40, 
Eee H. H. Morrill, Camp No. 60, Holyoke; Dele- 
Counsel sae Brewster, Camp No. 149, Manchester ; Division 
Goumian je 3:(0) e Cutler, Camp No. 49, Natick; Past Division 
andes fF rT 4. Stone, Camp No. 19, Clinton; Past Com- 
Webst "Ga : uttle, Camp No. 18, Uxbridge; Delegate W. A. 
ster, Camp No. 51, Jamaica Plain; Commander F. B. 


Wilcox, Camp No. 13 alanepe a : 
Carp Ne. 1, Oe, Palmer; Past Commander A. J. Moon, 


PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS. 
ADDITIONAL COMMITTER ON PERMANENT 
HEADQUARTERS. 


Past Division Commander Charles F. Sargent, Camp 21, 
Lawrence; Past Division Commander A. C. Blaisdell, Camp 
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No. 78, Lowell; Past Commander E. E. Hobson, Camp No. 136, 
Palmer; Past Division Treasurer E. R. Olin, Camp No. 46, 
Roxbury; Past Commander A. A. Upton, Camp No. —, 
Orange. 


Press Representatives Admitted 

Upon motion by Brother Staples of Camp 116, seconded 
by Sherwin L. Cook, it was voted to accede to the request of 
members of the news fraternity who desired to receive news 
in the convention and take a group picture of the encampment. 
The brothers gathered in front of the platform, with the 
Commander-in-Chief and Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief 
on the right and left of the Division Commander on the plat- 
form, and a flashlight picture of the party was taken. 


Reports of Division Officers 


Senior Vice Division Commander Kirchgassner presided 
during the reading of and action on the annual report of 
Division Commander Lynds which follows, the same being 
referred to the committee on officers’ reports : 


Report of Division Commander 
EVERETT H. LYNDS 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
Massacuuserrs Division Sons or VETERANS, U.S. A. 
Office of Division Commander. 
Hotyoxe, Mass., February 1, 1906. 
To the Officers, Delegates and Members of the 24th Annual 


Encampment of Massachusetts Division Sons of Veterans, 
U.S. A. 


Tt is with pleasure that I submit to you my report as Com- 
mander of this Division after another year of the history of 
our Noble Organization. 

In doing go I feel that I have fallen far short of the mark 


tee T endeavored to attain when I assumed the duties of my 


W 3 a 
When I assumed command last February, it was with a 


ose appreciation of the honors conferred upon me and an 
Ena oe to promote the interests of the Sons of Veterans, 
beloved seeend social position and helpfulness toward our 
been sei ij ihe Peraion: Tam happy to say that this has 
honorable wera in three notable instanees which deserve 
New Bedford a Those in question are the two Camps at 
Post at Chena at Worcester, and between the Camp and 
Staff a much bette : pe the kindly offices of some of my 
I can truly say aa eens exists at the places mentioned, and 
throughout ae Divi ‘Ae same feeling shows a marked increase 

e 1 J1vision, which makes a much closer relation 


between our kindre organi i May this continue 
hi re ganizations y i 

nS ! g lons today. ay AS 

is my earnest desire, 


GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 


During the past year I have had the extreme pleasure of 
meeting many of the Department Officers and Se of local 
posts at entertainments given by our Camps, and at open 
meetings, where none but the most kindly feeling existed, and 
also an earnest desire for Camps to enlarge their membership. 
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On July last, we, as a Division, were called upon to attend 
the funeral of our beloved Comrade and Commander-in-Chief 
of the G. A. R., W. W. Blackmer. Although the time was very 
short in which to make arrangements, through the earnest and 
untiring efforts of your S. V. Commander and others, Massa- 
chusetts Division was enabled to make a very impressive dem- 
onstration of their love for so noble a man. Our attendance at 
that time was nearly four hundred, and the absence of disre- 
spect and frivolous actions for the occasion has been com- 
mented upon by many, both from the Comrades and those who 
witnessed from outside. Massachusetts Division did not fall 
short in her standard at this time. Ushers were furnished. 
The active bearers were selected from the new Camp, No. 51, 
of Jamaica Plain. We were represented by a floral offering 
consisting of a large Sons of Veteran’s badge resting upon an 
easel. Owing to the space being limited at the church, admis- 
sion was by ticket only, and the allotment of five tickets to the 
Division was far short for those who wished to attend. 

One of the pleasant duties of my position occurred when 
I was called upon to furnish a Committee to confer with a 
like number of representatives of the kindred organizations, 
relative to arrangements for a concert, the proceeds of which 
were to be applied to the fund of Massachusetts Department 
G. A. R. The Committee entered heart and soul into the work 
with the other organizations, and I am happy to report that a 
large sum was cleared for tha’ purpose. The Camps and Mem- 
bers rallied to the support of the Committee in grand shape, 
and showed to the Comrades that, without doubt, they were 12 
earnest in the exemplification of our Noble Principles. 

I find that some Comrades of the G. A. R. are not aware of 
the fact that they are allowed admission to our meetings, and 
would suggest that each Camp send a written invitation to the 
Post to come at any or all times to their meetings and 
gatherings. 

It would be a very pleasant thing if we were permitted to 
report that, during the year, no Camp had been without at 
least one visit from some Comrade at one or more of their 
meetings. 

I recommend (1) that the precedent of my predecessors 
be continued and that a Conference Committee of eleven mem- 
bers be appointed to confer with the Massachusetts Depart- 
ment G. A. R. 


WOMAN’S RELIEF CORP. 


It has been a very great pleasure to meet many of the 
Department Officers and Members during my term of office, 
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and also to learn from their own statements that none but the 
best feeling exists between us, and that they are using their 
influence towards upbuilding our Camps. I feel like repeating 
that statement made by many Comrades whom I have had the 
pleasure of listening to, ‘‘May God bless the Woman’s Relief 
Corps.’’ 

S. V. AUXILIARY. 


Through my kindly offices as Judge Advocate of Massa- 
chusetts Division S. V. A., I have met many of their members 
and noticed the marked increase in usefulness and attendance 
of Camps where auxiliaries are connected. Brothers, they 
are a great help in many ways, and I would most earnestly 

urge that more attention be given to this subject by our mem- 
bers throughout the Division. There are at this time only 
about twenty societies in Massachusetts Division, and a like 
number of Tents of D. V., if I am informed rightly, and 117 
Camps in Massachusetts Division. : 


DAUGHTERS OF VETERANS. 


a pene, Camps have a tent in connection, and I must say 

a cdi also has a marked effect, on the usefulness of the Camp 

Ree or ious new will do well to think this subject 

1 refully if you haven’t reanization in your 

He ata such an organization in your 
SPANISH WAR VETERANS. 


Although this subject has no official significance, it has a 


very great bearing on the usefulness of many C. I think 
A ! ‘ any Camps. hink 
ee Be sentiment of many of our Members, yes, most 
Hs Enea ae ate must insist upon our rights as to being next 
BuGoSHe tena ao W. R. C. in our noble work. It has been 
aie eae - Gu al ennen several times during the past year 
esiitora "TE pe been crowded out of their rights and 
expected life EAs WERE been that the Camps did not show the 
Sa ae Ti ai regard to their duties. I trust every member 
salves Sal Gat uence toward the end that we may make our- 
to it ant as etals of untold usefulness to our Posts, and see 
ia) Gnas es nae proper place. Brothers, this statement 
towardlthe & Ta but the best and unprejudiced feeling 
eS. W. V., but with a desire to protect us from being 


lost sight of in our efforts, 
MEMBERSHIP, 


This is a sub 


ject which inter 
Rates ONE 6 interests all of us, and has been 


1 > rar 
very Commander since the Organization was 
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perfected. I feel that after making a year’s study of the sub- 
ject in many ways we have been too anxious to increase our 
Membership and have taken in everything in sight. In this 
way we have mustered many of objectionable character and 
broken up Camps on that account. While it is the earnest de- 
sire to enroll every eligible son of good moral character, let it 
be the aim of every committee that none but good timber be 
accepted. The presence of an objectionable one will keep many 
good men from our ranks. as 

The social reception accorded by the Membership in gen- 
eral to new Members upon their appearance will also tend to 
make them come again. To this end, I would most earnestly 
suggest that every Brother try the effect of extending the 
“olad hand,”’ if I may be pardoned for using the expression, 
to all in attendance at meeting and when meeting same on 
the street. F 

In my December issue of orders, I touched on the subject 
of trying to have Camp Officers commit their ritualistic work 
early in the year, and hope this may be done. You will notice 
a better effect if this is done. 

The past year has been one of disappointment to me, and 
I venture to say to all of us in regard to our Membership. 
When I assumed command there were in this Division six or 
seven Camps who have held no meeting for nearly a year, and 
from whose Commanders no reply to letters or personal 
appeals could be obtained. The Camps have been existing on 
paper for some time, with no usefulness to themselves or to the 
Posts with whom they were connected. After several attempts 
to enliven them, which were of no avail, I found it necessary to 
suspend them. This caused a loss, which, if it could have been 
avoided, would have made Massachusetts Division show a large 
gain. As it now stands, I think you will agree with me that we 
are a much stronger Organization today than ever before, for 
you no doubt know that ‘‘the chain is as strong as its weakest 
link.’’ I feel confident that the Brothers will take this fact 


into consideration before judging too harshly on this subject, _ 


and trust that my successor will be duly grateful for my not 
unloading so much dead wood upon him to carry. 


NEWS. 


Through the recommendation of my predecessor I was em- 
powered to appoint a press correspondent, whose duty was to 
edit the news for the Banner. As the camps failed to see the 
importance of such a department, the work of the position has 
not been very arduous. I think the office one of great help to 
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this Division, and therefore recommend (2) that the vtfice be 
continued, and that each Camp Commander appoint a Camp 
Correspondent, whose duty shall be to report at least once a 
month to the Special Correspondent. 


MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY. 


T am exceedingly sorry to report that many Camps and 
Members do not know of the University, its aims and objects. 
Some Camps have a small or toy bank in the Camp room 
where Members can deposit their spare change, and thereby 
be of great assistance. A Committee was appointed last year 
to look after this matter, and I recommend (3) that the Com- 
mittee be continued. 


BY-LAWS. 


The change in Constitution, Rules and Regulations at the 
Encampment at Boston two years ago has left us as a Division 
sadly in need of By-Laws to cover many important subjects. 
I am informed that the Division possesses a copy, but have 
been unable to locate same. I would therefore recommend (4) 
that the incoming Commander appoint a Committee to draw 
Up a new set of By-Laws for the Division to be submitted to 
the next Convention, and that the Division Council and Com- 
mander be empowered to make such decisions in the meantime 
as the necessity may require. 


SPECIAL AIDS. 


The idea was conceived to appoint from different parts of 
the state personal or special aids to enable the Commander to 
arrange for quick touch with the different districts, as well as 
to represent him in ease of unavoidable absence. They have 
proved of untold value in many instances, and I would recom- 
mend (5) that the system be continued. 


_, Mollowing are some of the recommendations which I sub- 
_ mit for your consideration and approval. 


(6) That $100.00 be ‘i iers’ H 
Dormitory Commission, if ail Sere aaa 


(7) That $50.00, or such portion thereof as may be neces- 
sary, be appropriated for the Andersonville Flag Fund. 


(8) That the sum of $15.00 be appropriated for incidental 
expenses for both Mustering Officer and Chief Aid. 


(9) That the Aid System now in force be continued. 
(10) That the salaries of Secretary and Treasurer, and 
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appropriation for extra clerk hire remain the same, unless per- 
manent headquarters be established. 

(11) That a Patriotic Instructor be appointed, and that 
his duties be likened to those of the G. A. R. and W. R. C. 

I feel very much gratified at having so pleasant relations 
with, and untiring assistance from my Officers and Staff as has 
been accorded me during the past year. At many occasions 
during the year the three Elective Officers were present at the 
same gathering, as were also many of the Staff. I can truly 
say that no other Commander has had any better official 
family than the one with which I have had the pleasure of 
serving with duritig the past twelve months. 

My data shows that I have made fifty-five official visits 
during the past year, many of them compelling me to be 
away. for a day or two at a time. I have endeavored to meet 
Members from every Camp, and were they interested enough to 
attend the joint gatherings in the different parts of the Divi- 
sion such would have been the case. As it is, very few Camps 
have not received a visit from the Commander at least once 
during the past year. 

In conclusion, I desire to sincerely thank the Members 
of the Division for the honor conferred upon me last February, 
and take this opportunity to state that if I have failed to at- 
tain the standard set for me, it has been rather through inabil- 
ity than from a desire on my part. 

In relinquishing the gavel, I do so as a much better Son of 
a Veteran, and with an earnest desire to work in my small way 
for the furtherance of the influence and growth of the Massa- 
chusetts Division Sons of Veterans, U. S. A. 


Respectfully submitted in F. C. & L., 


Division Commander. 
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Report of Senior Vice Division Commander 


FRANK L, KIRCHGASSNER 


p HEADQUARTERS OF 
Massacnuserrs Division Sons oF Veterans, U.S. A. 


Office of Senior-Vice Division Commander, 


Jamaica Puatn, Mass., January 30, 1906. 
Raymonp HH, Suir, Division Secretary, 
Massachusetts Division Sons of Veterans, U. 8S. A. 
Dear Sir and Brother: 


_ [have the honor of submitting my report as Senior-Vice 
Division Commander for the term ending February 14, 1906. 
T have appreciated to the fullest extent the honor which 
was conferred upon me by the Brothers of the Division, and to 
show my appreciation of the same, I have endeavored to do 
my duty to the best of my ability, giving liberally of my time 
to assist in the work of the Division and Order. 

I have endeavored to keep in touch with the work of the 
Camps, and it has been my pleasure to visit thirty-nine Camps, 
either in regular meeting or at public gatherings. I have en- 
deavored to accept all invitations that have been extended, and 
besides attending the gatherings of Camps, I have had the 
pleasure of being present at many receptions, campfires, and 
meetings of the G. A. R., W. R, C., and D. V. My diary shows 
that I have spent 142 evenings in this work, and while at times 
the work was arduous, I have been well repaid by the experi- 
ences I have gained and the friendships I have formed. I de- 
sire at this time to express my thanks for the many courtesies 
that have always been shown me, and especially for the very 
generous hospitality that has been accorded by Camps and 
Brothers in neighboring cities and towns. 

It has been my great pleasure during the year to meet 
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many Department Officers and Comrades of the G. A. R., and 
the kind words they have always spoken in our behalf and the 
interest they have manifested in our Order should be an in- 
spiration and incentive to us to work still harder to advance 
the grand principles for which we stand. 4 

I am very glad to be able to report that in nearly every 
instance that has come to my notice, I have found the greatest 
harmony and interest in the work. There are, however, some 
cases where conditions could be greatly improved if the obliga- 
tion taken by members to stand by the principles of the Order 
were more properly carried out. 

Soon after being installed, I continued my efforts, which 
were begun under the previous administration, to organize 
Camps at Jamaica Plain and Dedham, and in both cases 
was successful. On Wednesday, May 3, 1905, Joseph Stedman 
Camp No. 51, Jamaica Plain, was mustered with twenty-seven 
charter members, and it was my pleasure to be one of the 
charter members. On ‘Thursday, May 4, I had the pleasure 
of mustering Gen. Stephen M. Weld Camp No. 75, of Dedham. 
My thanks are due to the several Brothers who assisted in the 
organization and muster of these Camps. 

On August 8, 1905, a conference was held at Roxbury by 
representatives of fourteen Camps, at which it was proposed to 
hold an outing on Labor Day of the Camps in Boston and 
vicinity. Arrangements were accordingly made to hold the 
outing at Randolph Grove, and with every indication of suc- 
cess, but unfortunately the rainy weather prevented its taking 
place. Quite an expense was incurred by the committee on 
arrangements, but this has since been made up by the sale of 
souvenir badges. 

To the members of the organization familiarly known as 
the ‘‘Trolley Club,’’ I believe a good deal of credit is due for 
the interest they have manifested and aroused in the work of 
the Division, by visiting various Camps in the suburbs of Bos- 
ton. Not only has this been a means of spreading the spirit 
of friendship, but it has been demonstrated that much good was 
‘done in some of the places visited. With the results attained 
in the past year it is the belief of many that still greater results 
will follow if the work is continued. Pe 

I desire at this time to express my appreciation of the 
many courtesies that have been extended to me by the Division 
Commander and Staff. One of the pleasantest events of the 
year was my visit to Division Headquarters, and my sincere 
thanks are due to Commander Lynds and yourself for the 
very cordial and generous hospitality accorded me. 


2G) 


As I am about to lay aside the honors and duties of a 
Division Officer, with which I have so many times been hon- 
ored, I do so to return to the ranks to assume, and if within 
my power to perform whatever portion of the work may be 
assigned to me. 


Respectfully submitted in F. C. & L., 
Frank L. Kircueassner, 
Senior-Vice Division Commander. 


Report of Junior-Vice Division Commander 


JAMES H. WENTWORTH 


TIEADQUARTERS OF 
Massacuuserrs Division Sons or Vererans, U.S. A. 
Hicuuanps, Mass., January 15, 1906. 
Mr. Raymonp H. Sara, 


Adjutant Massachusetts Division Sons of Veterans, 
Dear Sir and Brother: 


as I have the honor to submit herewith my report as Junior- 
Vice Division Commander for my year of service in that office. 
During that period I have made seventy visits to Camps, at- 
tending open mcetings of the Brothers, as well as Grand Army 
campfires. Under the direction of the Commander I have 
made various inspections, and have acted on several occasions 
as Installing Officer. I have found for the most part a worthy 
and commendable interest in the work and welfare of the 
Order, and an enthusiasm on the part of the Brothers that 
speaks well for the future of our Organization. Permit me 
at this time to express my appreciation for the courtesy that 
has been So universally extended®to me on my visits to the 
various Camps, and aL desire to express also my pleasure for the 
opportunity of having served under a man who has had the 
interests of the Order go close at heart as has Commander 
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Lynds, and one who has exemplified in his own bearing toward 
the Brothers the principles and objects of the Sons of 
Veterans. 

In closing I wish to thank the Brothers for the unanimous 
election with which they honoted me a year ago, and I can 
assure them that I have endeavored, to the best of my ability, 
to redeem the promise then made to give them the best that 
was in me. Respectfully submitted, 


Yours in F. C. & L., 
James H. WENtTWorTH, 


Juntor-Vice Division Commander. 


Report of Division Secretary 
RAYIIOND H. SMITH 


HEADQUARTERS 
MAssacuuserts Division Sons oF VETERANS, U. 8. A. 
Office of Division Secretary. 
Hotyoxr, Mass., February 13, 1906. 
Everert H. Lynps, 
Commander Massachusetts Division S. of V., U. S. A. 
Dear Sir and Brother: 


In accordance with the requirements of the constitution, 
rules and regulations of the Order, I have the honor to submit 
the following report of the business transactions of the Sec- 
retary’s office during the past year. The report of the several 
Division officers are herewith transmitted. : 

It has been the endeavor of all who have had the privilege 
of being connected with the Headquarters this past year to see 
that the correspondence was answered promptly; as a rule, to 
see that the answer was sent the same day as receipt of letters; 
of course, there are cases where this is impossible. If any 
Brothers have sent correspondence to these Headquarters, and 
never received a reply, it is due to the fact that we never re- 
ceived the same. 
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Upon taking hold of the work as Division Secretary, I little 
knew of the amount of work required to keep the same up as 
it should be. I also can say, as Brothers who have held this 
same position have said, that it takes at least three hours daily 
to keep the work up in shape. I can see where permanent 
headquarters would be of great advantage to this Division; 
but knowing what I do regarding the financial conditions of 
our Divisions, I am heartily in favor of laying the matter of 
permanent headquarters aside until the Division is large 


enough and better able to carry on this matter in the way it 
should be. 


The consolidated report of the year ending December 31, 
1905, is as follows: 
Members in good standing as per Secretary’s report 
December 31, 1904. 


Camps. Members. 
120 4264 


f 


5 


J 

‘ ne the past year I have received several revised lists ee SUINS 
of members in good standing for mailing addresses for the Ban- 
ner. If any member of the Order does not receive the Banner, he He. Master CT Men 
should talk the matter up with the Commander of hisCamp,and ae . Be oe ae iat oe 99 
he will see that his name is sent to the proper place. Commanders p ae ans tat ep pono 9) 219 
see to it that every member of your Camp receives a copy of ge elas iaveme e 

the Banner. There are printed blanks at the Headquarters for Total 197 808 
this purpose, and will gladly be sent upon receipt of request. OO OO 2 

We have had a great deal of trouble with the Camp LOSSES. 

Treasurer and Secretary not understanding the proper way of E 

filling out quarterly reports. On several Camp Treasurer’s Camps. Members. 
reports we find that Per Capita Tax is paid on new members By Disbandment Tl 20 
besides the twenty-five cents paid for muster. Also find other ae Death......... 0 eee 35 
mistakes which show the work is not understood by the officers. ) By Flonorable Discharee..- 72 
On the Secretary’s report in several cases the Descriptive Book By: Transfer... «.<...- 0. a : Mes oo. : 64 
fata are not entered against the Brothers’ names. We By Suspension.............., pers 8 695 LS! 
cae ieee eeetintber of members dropped are deducted from ss 

5 TeporteA oe nee be, as, this is duns bites a memley Total .... oi... 9 886 
repor: 5 > Vamp Commander should look over Total Camps in good standine December 

re e- 7 5 5 

a? at ee eropent to Headquarters, and satisfy him- 31, 1905.....:... Le 118 4186 


ect, and thereby avoid the Division 


cae ence of trouble. Above all, have your reports in be- 
will ae h of the month. I trust the Camp Commanders 
I ai @ matter their careful attention. I wish to say I am 
seek a Bee favor of recommendation No. 1 of Division Treas- 
ieee and trust the Encampment will see fit to adopt 


During the past year T ha 
many new acquaintances, whi 
pleasant remembrances, 
mander, through the Stat 
we did not receive a roy: 
Brothers for their gener 


ve had the pleasure of making 
ch I shall look back upon with 
In my many visits with you, Com- 
e, there has never been a time that 
al welcome, and I wish to thank the 
‘ous hospitality. 
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CAMPS LOST BY SUSPENSION AND DISBANDMENT. 


- Camp No. 4 of Danvers Suspended September 30, 1905. . 
Camp No. 33 of Plainfield Suspended September 30, 1905. 


~ Camp No. 64 of Spencer Suspended September 30, 1905. 


~Camp No. 91 of Ware Suspended September 30, 1905. 

-Camp No. 105 of Belchertown Suspended September 30, 1905. 
Camp No. 9 of North Adams Disbanded December 31, 1905. 
Camp No. 21 of Lawrence Suspended December 31, 1905. 

-Camp No. 57 of North Attleboro Suspended December 31, 1905. 

~Camp No. 63 of Holliston Suspended December 31, 1905. 

- Camp No. 99 of Shelburne Falls Suspended December 31, 1905. 
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CAMPS MUSTERED SINCE DECEMBER 31, 1904. 


February 1, 1905, DeWitt Camp No. 120 of Agawam, 16 
members, by Division Commander Everett H. Lynds. 

April 18, 1905, J. Arthur Johnson Camp No. 125 of Fisk- 
dale, 29 members, by Division Secretary R. H. Smith. 

May 3, 1905, Joseph Stedman Camp No. 51 of Jamaica 
Plain, 36 members, by Past Division Commander W. A. 
Stevens. 

May 4, 1905, General Stephen M. Weld Camp No. 75 of 


Dedham, 18 members, by Senior-Vice Division Commander . 


Frank L. Kirchgassner. 
November 15, 1905, Lieut. William Palmer Camp No. 84 


of Randolph, 26 members, by Past Division Commander 
W. A. Stevens. 
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The appended table gives the net gain or loss of each Camp 


during each quarter of the year and the total net gain or loss for 
the year. 
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Net Gain 2 
Net Loss 
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1 Lynn 

2 Worcester 

3 Somerville 

4 Danvers 

5 Hudson 

6 Beverly 

7 Wareham 

8 Salem 

9 North Adams 
10 Millers Falls 
11 Whitman 
12 Hingham 
13 Stoughton 
14 Cambridgeport 
15 Springfield 
16 Williamstown 
17 Brockton 

18 Uxbridge 

19 Clinton 

20 Colrain 
21 Lawrence 

22 Middleboro 
23 Reading 
24 Gloucester 
25 Worcester 

26 Taunton 

27 Mansfield 

28 Fitchburg 

29 Watertown 
30 Dorchester 
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35 New Bedford 
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Mar. June Sept. Dec. 


67 Abington 

68 Winchendon 

69 Pembroke 

70 Upton 

71 Northboro 

72 Shrewsbury 

73 North Brookfield 
74 Milton 

75 Dedham 
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And now, my dear Commander, as I am about, to retire from 


Mar. June | Sept. the office which you so kindly gave me one year ago, I wish 
Quarter | Quarter | Quarter 3 |S to extend to you my heartfelt appreciations for the many cour- 
Camp No. and Location 2/2/28 /2/4 | 2 g Asia 3 - tesies which I have received from your hands. I would that I 
G}Alo says fa 4 [20/84 \ had the words to express my feeling of praise for the hard 
2 |e 2 2 fe: ~ 2 3 a |e ‘ and earnest work that you have given the Division to build 
—— See it up s basta ee and plate it ee a neha: plane. ea 
119 Billerica t 2 | 2 the whole year there has been the best of harmony among the 
120 Agawam ee a e _ : a - 7 a Division Officers, and I know they all feel as I do, that the 
121 Northfield Ol el 2! @l.o) | 21 ome pledges and vows that you made to this Division have been 
124 Baldenville ol -4| 2| o| 3] o| 4 ol Sim kept to the best of your ability. Although the work during the 
125 Fiskdale —|—|'29| of of of of} of 29] o year has been very hard at times, it is with a great deal of 
129 Haverhill 4\ 6) 11 61 .e| 1| o| 9| elle regret that the time has come when I must lay it down, and our 
130 New Bedford ‘ol o| 01 9} o| of of 1] cote very close and pleasant relations shall cease. I shall always 
131 Medfield o| 6) o| o| «| w| | &l ome look back on the days when I served as a member of your 
134 Monson Mlite:| 3. £2} ol 3| 1| | Sie Staff with very pleasant remembrances. I also wish to thank 
136 Palmer Sl ol o| of 1] o}] 31 o| Alo the members of your Staff, and other Brothers, who have will 
142 Rockport Z\ol 3] 6| o| o| o| o| 6illmo ingly assisted in various ways, to make the work a lighter and 
144 Bridgewater Dio 2:) oO} oO} 1) oO} oO) 2a a pleasanter task. And now, to my successor, the choicest wish 
145 Roxbury Gitolva| S| o| of o| 1] elma that I could extend to you is that you may enjoy the work of 
146 Hyde Park Zullo o!| ©] o| S|] 2] o | coi the coming year as I have the past. I also wish a very pros- 
149 Manchester o| o| of of} of of of of of o perous year to our new Commander and his Associate Officers. 
With best wishes to you, Commander Lynds, and the 
Massachusetts Division, I beg to remain, 
I Yours in F, C. & L,, 
R. H. Suiru, Division Secretary. 
; 
* New Camp + Camps Disbanded 


t Camps Reinstated during year 
|| Camps Suspended ‘‘ tf 
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Report of Division Chaplain 
HOSMER F. KEENEY 


TFIEADQUARTERS OF 
Massactuserrs Division Sons or VeTrrans, U. 8. A. 
f Office of Division Chaplain. 
PLAINVILLE, Mass., February 4, 1906. 
Raymonp H. Sarn Division Secretary. 
Dear Sir and Brother: 


( T have the honor to submit herewith my report as Chap- 
lain of the Massachusetts Division Sons of Veterans, for the 


Number of Camps ODO Dee tr evar: © cease, cocueve: ox3tmu| soir’ aie 115 
Number of Camps not ME DORULT Pale fall sacs mieveue siensin 2h 13 
Percentage of Camps UG DONLIN MPP ars ciavescus sirtooies acces aie 90 
Number of Brothers belonging to CAMPS s svar vies o sions og 4,163 
Number of Brothers in line Memorial Day......+++++++ 2,972 
Number of Brothers armed and in line Memorial Day.... 531 
Number of Brothers Uniformed in line Memorial Day. .2,269 
Number of Firing Squads furnished...........+000 005 22 
Number of Addresses by Members of 8. of V.....----+++ 81 
Number of Brothers attending Memorial Sunday Services 2,244 
Number of Camps Observing Union Defenders’ Day..... 44 


Sears 27 
Number of funerals attended by Camps in body—G.A.R. 60 
Number of funerals attended by Camps in body—S. of V. 19 
Number of burial services conducted by Camp—G. ALR. 7 
Number of burial services conducted by Camp—S. of V. 12 
Number of Camps using Memorial Services—‘ A’? 16 
Number of Camps using Memorial Services—‘‘B’’. 15 
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I desire to thank the Brothers who sent in their reports so 
promptly, thirty Camps having mailed their reports on Me- 
morial Day and thirty-five on.the following day, May 31. 
During the month of June there were received forty-two re- 
ports, then others came as late an January 8, 1906. 

Now, Brothers, this should not be. It is an easy matter to 
make out these reports, and Camp Chaplains should attend to 
the same on receiving the blanks from Headquarters. Then, 
on Memorial Day, it would take but a moment to complete the 
report and mail before going home. 

I find that Commanders are not as careful as they should 
be in approving the reports of their Chaplains, for a number 
of the reports did not give the number of Members in the 
Camp in gooding standing, so I am unable to give the correct 
Membership to date. I am glad to note the increase of ad- 
dresses by Sons of Veterans over previous years. 

Brothers, let us continue in this line, for it is of great 
benefit to our Order. Let each Brother who can, commence 
now and prepare for next Memorial Day. Every Camp must 
have some Brother who will do this if spoken to in time. Let 
us look forward to Memorial Day and resolve that of all the 
year that is the one day we will devote to the Veterans, both 
living and dead. ‘‘If we do this’’ then we are worthy Sons 
of our Fathers. 

I regret very much that I have not been able to visit more 
Camps during my term of office, but wherever I have visited 
on any occasion IT have always been received in such a cordial 
manner that it makes me feel that it is a great honor to be one 
of the Division Officers, and I desire to thank Commander 


Lynds for the honor, and trust I have not caused him too 
much trouble. 


Respectfully submitted in F. C. & L., 
Hosmer F, Kreney, Division Chaplain. 
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Report of Division Treasurer 
HERBERT R. THORPE 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
Massacuusrrrs Division Sons or Vererans, U.S. A. 


Office of Treasurer. 


February 14, 1906. 
Raymonp H. Surrn, 


Secretary Massachusetts Division Sons of Veterans, U. 8. A. 
Dear Sir and Brother: 


Tn accordance with the constitution I have the honor to 
submit herewith my annual report of the financial transac- 
tions of the Division. 

The year 1905 has been a very successful one, as shown by 
the balance on hand at this time. We have had considerable 
expense—unavoidable, but none the less heavy—at the time 
of Gen. Blackmar’s death, and also at the National Encamp- 
ment at Gettysburg—having had to expend over two hundred 
dollars in each of the cases. This fact should be taken into 
consideration in comparing this year with the past. 

have striven to serve each Camp promptly, and whether 
I have succeeded or not I leave to the brothers to decide. The 
changing of the office of National Treasurer caused consider- 
able delay in forwarding supplies to this office, and in conse- 
quence several of the Camps were inconvenienced. There are 
one or two things which L wish to urge upon the Brothers for 
the benefit of the incoming Treasurer: First, Be prompt in 
answering his correspondence; Second, Send in reports 
promptly and see that they are made out neatly and correctly ; 
Third, In sending money always do so by check or money 
order, made payable to the Division and not to individuals; 
Fourth, Always include stamps when supplies are to be sent 
by mail. By following out these suggestions they will assist 
greatly in lightening the duties of this office. ; 

_There haye been added to the property of the Division 
during the past year, a loose book for consolidating the quar- 
terly reports of the Camp Treasurers, which, I feel sure, fills 
a long-felt want, and also a new table for the typewriter. 
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The following are the recommendations which I think are 
for the good of the Division: First, That some provision be 
made for the safe keeping of the record books, which, if lost, 
could never be replaced. This need was very strongly im- 
pressed upon me by the close proximity of the Division Head- 
quarters to a very large fire during this past year. Second, 
That in view of the expenses of the Division at the present time 
the Per Capita Tax be continued at eighty cents per annum. 
Third, That the incoming Treasurer be impowered to install 
some kind of a card system by which an accurate record of the 


supplies on hand ean be kept. his can be done at a very 
small expense. 


RECEIPTS. 
Balance as per last annual 
PEDOUE | vnc stan sane $951.12 
Supplies $ 478.44 
Per Capita Taz 3,529.05 
Charter Fees... 100.00 
Miscellaneous ............ 11.85 
Total Receipts........ $4,119.34 $5,070.46 
DisBURSEMENTS. 
Per Capita Tax, Including 
BANNER 1. - 222 Kas voneeine $1,661.00 
DUPDPUCS) 2. «ie noe eee 449.56 
Postage and Express...... 138.72 


Division Officer’s Mileage. . 263:50 $2,512.78 


Office Expenses: 
alATIeS) oc. Wste cease eee 250.00 


Clerk Hire. . 150.00 

Rent... 5--. peo 162010 

PPTANGIN Oe, sexsi wie eee 71.85 

Premiums on Officers’ Bonds 12.50 % 
Loose Leaf Report Book... 17.93 695.28 
Soldiers’ Home Fund...... 100.00 

Memorial Exercises....... 35.00 135.00 
Gen. Blackmer’s Funeral: 

BY i0s ee ces ac: 6 130.00 

flowers! ..:.; snes 45.05 175.05 


National Encampment at aia ® 


Gettysburg: 
Ten Delegates and Com- 

mander 
Inspections 
Twenty-third Division En- 

campment: 
Stenographer ............ 35.00 
Printing Proceedings. . 
Printing Rosters 


Miscellaneous 


4,178.66 


Balance on hand 


Value of supplies on hand February 14, 1905........ $48.70 
Value of supplies of hand February 14, 1906........ 44.20 


$4.50 


In closing I wish to express my appreciation of the assist- 


ance and advice which you and the other Members of the Staff 
have rendered me during my term of office. 


Nartot k frye. 


oh) Division Treasurer. 
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Report of Special Mustering Officer 


E. M. BROWN 


HIEapquarrers OF 
MassacuuseErts Division Sons or VETERANS, U.S. A. 
Office Special Mustering Officers, 
Garpner, Mass., January 22, 1906. 
R. H. Smiru, Division Secretary. 
Dear Sir and Brother: 


I herewith submit the following report as Special te 
ing Officer of Massachusetts Division. The following 1s 
of new Camps mustered since February 14, 1905: ost RE 

April 18, 1905, J. Arthur Johnson Camp No. 1 *amnith 
dale, twenty-nine members, by Division Secretary R. 5, nica 

May 8, 1905, Joseph Stedman Camp No. 51, pe in 
Plain, thirty-six members, by Past Division Commander W. A. 
Stevens; 

May 4, 1905, General Stephen M. Weld Camp No. ea 
Dedham, eighteen members, by 8S. V. Division Commande: 
Frank L. Kirchgassner ; 0. 86 

November 15, 1905, Lieut. William Palmer Camp No. 86, 
at Randolph, twenty-six members, by Past Division Com- 
mander W. A. Stevens. : f 

I would recommend that a small sum be appropriated ae 
the purpose of defraying the expenses of this office, so at 
Officer will be able to do personal work, which, in my mime, 
would meet with good results. I leaye the amount subject to 
the Encampment. 


Fraternally, 
E. M. Brown, Special Mustering Officer. 
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Report of Chief Aid 


FREDERICK E. BURNHAM 


HEapquarters OF 
Massacuuserrs Division Sons or VETERANS, U. 8. A. 
Office of Chief Aid. 


SPRINGFIELD, Mass., January 28, 1906. 
R. H. Surra, 


Secretary Massachusetts Division, 8. of V., U. S. A. 
Dear Sir and Brother: 


_,, mm submitting my report for the current year, I desire, 
with your permission, to make a few recommendations, which 
will help to lessen the confusion in selecting Aids: _ 

F irst: That the Brother ’s consent be obtained before his 
appointment as Aid-de-Camp, 

Second: That the Brother’s correct name and address 
be Secured. This will help the Commander, as well as the 
Chief Aid; and do not print the Rosters until Aids are ap- 
pointed for the ensuing year, as our last Roster has the names 
of 1904-05 instead of 1905-06, which has caused some delay 
in this part of the work. But is it all straightened out and 
in good working order, and friendly fellowship. 

I heartily agree with my predecessor, Brother Ham, that 
any Brother elected to a position of honor and trust in his 
Camp, should feel ih duty bound to memorize his part of the 
work, as given in the Ritual. I wish all Camp Commanders 
would do as our Division Commander has suggested in the 
last General Order, and call in all Rituals at the end of three 
(3) months, and keep them from sight the rest of the year. I 
think it would create more interest, and give a better impres- 
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sion on our recruits—the first impression is the one that tells— 
and is the most lasting. 

I am glad to report a good number of Camps doing good 
Ritualistie work, and others are coming into line. Would also 
recommend that a small sum of money be set aside for the 
expenses of this office. 

Finally, let me express my regret that I could not have 
been of greater service to the Order this year, but on account 
of business have been unable to give it the time it so justly 
deserves. 

Let me pledge my willingness to serve the Order in any 
way possible in the coming years. 


Very respectfully, 


Freperick E. Burnuam, Chief Aid. 
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Report of Division Inspector 


WALTER PENNEY 


Orrice or INSPECTOR OF 
Massacuusurrs Division Sons of VETERANS, U. S. A. 


j West Lynn, Mass., February 1, 1906. 
Raymonp H. Surrn, 


Secretary Massachusetts Division Sons of Veterans, U. 8. A. 
Holyoke, Mass., . 


Dear Sir and Brother : 


Tn accordance with custom, I take pleasure in presenting 
to you my report as Inspector of the Massachusetts Division, 
ae the administration of Division Commander Everett H. 

ynds. 
meas pepe with the new Constitution, Rules and Regu- 
pe Aine nouy Order adopted at Boston in 1904, which called 
Ee of the Annual Inspection of the Camps of each 
ae ; eae XXII), Commander Lynds honored me with 
datean (Oxi usta of Inspector, an honor that I deeply appre- 
tion of ne fae the office I found the duty of an Inspee- 
aeseune pases in the Division before me, it having been 
theirs This nn the last administration through no fault of 
PaRtiiOn Nan ote was not the one called for in the Con- 
for the last oe g id not go into effect until January 1, 1905, 
ja Weicbaamarih quarter of the year, but a special one to be under 

© Inspection of the Chairman of the Camp Council of each 


Camp. anks, as 
I BI inks, as soon ag secured, were sent out to all Camps, 
out considerable trouble w 


a Roster of the 1 
Commanders of 
their successors. 


One eae, WAS Oceasioned because of not having 
905 Officers, being obliged to send to the Camp 
1904, trusting to them to turn them over to 
he ana Owing to one cause and another, the princi- 
I > being lack of interest, and the fact of there being no 
compulsion as to the return only 103 Camps responded by 
sending reports; and it being late the inspection was closed 
and report sent to National Headquarters. 
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Early in the fall of the year I began preparations for the 
annual Inspection of the Camps, as called for in the C. R. & R. 
of our Order. The Camps of the Division were divided into 
thirty (30) districts, and each district given to a Brother of 
the Order, who, by his past efforts, I felt to be fit for the duty 
of Assistant Inspector. After quite a delay and some changes 
the following Brothers were secured, and I am pleased to re- 
port, ably filled the positions given them: Brothers F. M. Mun- 
son of Greenfield, L. M. Pierce of Norwood, F. M. Brock of 
Athol, Henry Powell of Stoughton, C. H. Hayden of North- 
ampton, S. L. Pickering of Lowell, R. H. Smith of Holyoke, 
Orra L. Stone of Clinton, H. R. Thorpe of Holyoke, A. J. 
Whitney of Worcester, H. A. Mayo of Roslindale, F. E. War- 
ren of North Abington, Dr. E. W. Homan of Wakefield, W. M. 
Brigham of Marlboro, J. C. MeMullen of Fitchburg, A. S. 
Neal of Revere, George 8S. Boynton of Leominster, J. E. Wil- 
cox of Chelsea, B. A. Bishop of Webster, F. M. Whitney of 
Attleboro, George T. Duckworth of New Bedford, A. C. Beal 
of Brockton, A. B. Champney of Reading, F. E. Warner of 
Salem, James H. Wentworth of Newton, E. K. Baker of Man- 
chester, F. B. Wilcox of Palmer, A. O. Fairbanks of South 
Framingham, F. L. Kirchgassner of Jamaica Plains, H. J. 
Perry of Lynn. 

Owing to considerable delay in the receipt of the author- 
ized blanks from National Inspeétor E. K. Du Poy of Wash- 
ington, D. C., some confusion was caused in the dates original- 
ly assigned, but a little patience and leniency smoothed over all 
difficulties, and the work of the Inspection was carried on as ex- 
peditiously as possible. The following tabulated report is 
given. Owing to the nature of the questions the report is not 
as elaborate as, I understand, in former years, und the answers 
to the questions in some instances conflicting. Reports from 
Camps 14, 16, 33, 56, 64, 91, 99 and 105 have not been received, 
though earnest efforts have been made to secure them. 


Number of Camps in the Division ..........s0eeeeeeeee cree er ee ee 123 
Number in good standing “115 
Number inspected ......... 
Number properly equipped ........ 
Number having necessary paraphernalia . 
Number in which secret work is committed 

records correctly 


Number keeping 
ACCOUNES 2s) acielelatoie siolislere 
Number forwarded all reports .. 
Number having roster complete ... 
Number paid all dues to Headquarters. 
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Number having password and countersign 
Number members in good standing last quarter 
Number gained........ 430 Suspended. . 
(Since December 31 a) 
Number Camps not having By-Laws approved .... 
Number presenting badge to recruits .........+.+.. 
Number elected Secretary. . seeee.16 Treasurer.. 
Number audit accounts... 
Total value of Camp property, $ . 
Total indebtedness of Camps, $......- 
Number of Camps not free from debt . 
Total amount invested, $.............+- 
Number Camps having military companies 
Number Chaplain forwards reports promptly . 
Number in charge Memorial Day exercises .... 
Number attending divine services Memorial Day 
Number having Ladies’ Auxiliary : 
Number in harmony with G. A. R. 
Number observe Union Defenders’ Day... . 
Number supporting Memorial University . 
Number Camps .........1. members . 
Number Camps beneficial 


Dropped. 5 


al 


members 
Number Camps attend funerals of 


of G. A. Rive eee ee eee eee 64 
Number Camps in charge of burial soldiers. 3 ‘ : 
Number Camps aid indigent veterans. ......-+ +++ ; 
G. A. R. members, $.. .$620. . 46 
peteranss Sia, ai sine « $1.00 Number......... aL 


EXPENDED FOR RELIEF, 


members of Camps, $. .$913.58 Number 76 } 
Total amount of money in Camp, $ (112 Camps report) ..-.-- $8,071.11 
Number Camps hold entertai +81 


Number Camps (96 report) mustered since Division has 
been organized. 


Average number attend meetings (109 Camps) 1,429 attendance, average 
13. 


Number officers and staff attend meetings in uniform (102 camps) 
830 attendance, average 8, 


Number Camps turn out in uniform .... sini ool0 

Number of members having no badge . : BaUE 

Sentiment relative to the Badge is 100 favor present, 3 want change. 

Sentiment relative to the Buttonhole Decoration is 84 report desire for 
one. 


Sentiment relative to the ritual is 63 favor present, 44 want change. 


mments .. 
members 9,45 


A careful perusal of the Inspection Reports causes me to 
urge upon the Camps of our Division, First: A demand that 
the Officers of the Camps perform their Ritualistie work by 
memory, and with all the lasting effect that ean be put into the 
work. The lack of this I believe to be one of the chief causes 
of so many suspensions, new members not being impressed 
with the Order. Second: Having recognized the Ladies’ Aux- 
iliary as a great aid in our work that Camps, where advisable, 


44 


ave an Auxiliary associated with them. Third: A deeper 
He niore active interest in the Memorial University. oun 
Less fault-finding with Headquarters, and more giving 0 
assistance. Fifth, and most important: That Camps pay more 
attention to the different ways in which, with their pera 
they can be of use to the Veterans and the Grand Army of the 

lie. 

tea closing I wish to tender to Commander Lynds and 
Staff at Headquarters my heartfelt thanks for the assis 
they have been willing and ready to render at all times, oe 
their uniform courtesy and spirit of forebearance, and the 
overlooking of the mistakes and faults of this office. 

To the Assistant Inspectors my grateful thanks are ex- 
tended for their willingness to serve with me, and the able ai 
ner in which the duties of their positions have been Cena ree 

My relations with the Division, of which we are so Prue 
have. been most pleasant and agreeable, and while the bie 
has been conflicting in some ways, yet I look back with plea 
and profit, yet with many misgivings because of its mistakes. 


Respectfully submitted in F. C. & L., 
Watrer Penney, Division Inspector. 
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Report of Division Counsellor 


WILLIAM 0. CUTLER 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
Massacuuserrs Division Sons oF VETERANS, U.S. A. 
Narick, Mass., February 1, 1906. 
R. H. Suiru, Division Secretary. 
Dear Sir and Brother: 


In submitting my report as Division Counseler for the eur- 
rent year, I wish to express my appreciation of the honor con- 
ferred upon me, when invited to serve as a member of your 
Staff, and I can assure you that it has been a pleasure for me 
to serve the Brothers of this Division in that capacity. 

My work as Division Counseler has not been arduous, 
as only a few trivial matters were referred to me, and so far 
on ow, they have been adjusted satisfactorily to all con- 

atans q do not believe any of them are of sufficient im- 
that Wa 19% receive special mention in this report. The fact 
een eee Counselor’s opinion has been requested so 
the Metibers a st year, would indicate that there exists among 
for the mE o aber Order in Massachusetts a proper regard 
ship, charity and leratee oe and that the principles of friend- 
of this Division. yalty are being exemplified by the Brothers 


nee ia also, at this time, express my appreciation for the 
Officers esies shown me, by yourself and the other Division 


Fraternally submitted, 


Wa 0. Curter, Division Counselor. 
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GREETINGS FROM DAUGHTERS OF VETERANS 


Brothers H. C. Noble, 8. A. Pickering, and A. R. MeAdam 
were delegated to escort the following committee from the 
eonvention of the Massachusetts Department, Daughters of 
Veterans, into the hall: Miss Catherine Field, Miss Mary 
‘Tayne, and Miss Gertrude Holbrook. Miss Field, chairman 
of the visiting delegation, and one of the leading members of 
Mary A. Bickerdyke Tent 21 of Clinton, Mass., the largest tent 
of the Daughters of Veterans in the country, was warmly 
received and spoke as follows: 

Commander Lynds and Brothers of the 94th Annual En- 
campment of the Sons of Veterans: Tam sure I am very, glad 
to come into this encampment of the Massachusetts Division, 
Sons of Veterans. It is the first time that T have ever had the 
privilege to come to one of your conventions. We, of the 
Daughters of Veterans, appreciate very highly the proud privi- 
lege we have of being one with you, for our heritage is the 
same as yours and we are working side by side with you to do 
what we can in aid of the men who saved this glorious nation 
of ours. Go on in the grand work you are doing, and may 
abundant suecess crown all of your efforts in behalf of our 
fathers. (Applause.) - 


RESPONSE BY ERNEST E. HOBSON OF PALMER 


After remarks by Misses May Tayne and Gertrude Hol- 
brook, Division Commander Lynds called upon Brother E. E. 
Hobson of Palmer to respond for the encampment, and 
Brother Hobson said: I heard the Division Treasurer tell 
this story at one time. He said that a young fellow asked 
his lady love if he could kiss her on the hand, and that she 
replied, ‘‘I think that would be very much out of place. 
(Laughter.) I think, Commander Lynds, for a confirmed old 
bachelor like myself (laughter), and like yourself as well 
(inereased laughter), it is indeed out of place for me to 
respond to greetings from the Daughters of Veterans. How- 
ever, as it is one of the first principles of a soldier to obey 
his superior officers, I will endeavor to do the best ITean. We 
are very glad indeed, Sisters, to have you visit us at our 
encampment, and we thank you from the bottom of our hearts 
for the cordial greetings which you have extended to us. We 


is 
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desire that you shall convey to your convention, in return, our 
best wishes for success, and our assurance that we will unite 
with you in best efforts to honor the memory of our fathers. 
(Applause.) q 


COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS 


Division Secretary Smith made the following report for 
the Committee on Credentials : 


Commanders and Past Commanders, 83 
Delegates, 42 
Alternates, 10 

Total, me 4 se 


INVITATION FROM LADIES OF THE GRAND ARMY 
OF THE REPUBLIC 


7 Upon motion by Brother Warren of Camp 67, it was voted 
© accept an invitation from the Ladies of the Grand Army 


of the Republic, to their reception at the Park street church 
in the evening. 


ADJOURNMENT FOR THE SESSION 


.. Upon motion by P; 
it was voted, at four 
Wednesday morning. 
In the evening, 
Massachusetts Divisi 
addresses are printe 


‘ast Commander George T. Duckworth, 
o'clock, to adjourn until nine o’elock 
February 14. 

the annual reunion and banquet of the 
on took place at the Quincy House. The 
din the latter half of this pamphlet. 
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Wednesday, February 14, 1606 


MORNING SESSION. 


Tt was 9.55 o’clock before the long line of delegates pre- 
senting credentials had been disposed of so that Division Com- 
mander Lynds could eall the encampment to order. The fol- 
lowing officers responded to the roll call: 

Division Commander Everett H. Lynds, Senior Vice Divi- 
sion Commander Frank L. Kirehgassner, Junior Vice Division 
Commander James H. Wentworth, Member of Division Coun- 
cil A. R. MeAdam, Division Chaplain Hosmer F. Keeney, Divi- 
sion Secretary Raymond H. Smith, Division Treasurer Her- 
bert R. Thorpe, Division Counsellor William O. Cutler, Divi- 
sion Inspector Walter Penney. Pas 

Upon motion by Past Division Commander William A. 
Stevens it was voted that we expedite business by omitting the 
roll call of the encampment. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS 


Commanders and Past Commanders, 156 
Delegates, 89 
Alternates, 5 18 

Total, 263 


ABSENT BROTHERS REMEMBERED 


Upon motion by Past Division Commander Stevens, sec- 
onder by Brother Macomber of Camp 5, it was voted that the 
greetings of this encampment be extended to our esteemed 
Brothers who are laid on sick beds at the present time: Past 
Division Commander Leonard C. Couch of Taunton; our good 
Brother Thomas J. Hannon of Dedham, and our esteemed 
friend, and a man whom we hope soon to see restored to health 
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that he may lead our Division onward and upward, Brother - 
George E. Hunt of Everett. (Applause.) 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS 


Past Division Commander ‘Charles F. Sargent submitted 
the following report for the Committee on Permanent Head- 
quarters : 

Your Committee, appointed by Division Commander 
Lynds to consider the question of Permanent Headquarters 
for the Massachusetts Division, respectfully report that, in 
our unanimous opinion, the time has not yet arrived when 
we should undertake the extra expense and responsibility of 
permanent headquarte Upon motion by Past Division 
Commander Harry D. Sisson, seconded by Junior Vice Divi- 
sion Commander James H. Wentworth, the report of the 
committee was adopted. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 


Delegate William M. Brigham, for the Committee on 
Resolutions, reported ‘“‘ought not to pass’’ on the following 
resolution, and the report was adopted: 

We, the members of General W. 'T. Sherman Camp 65 
of the Massachusetts Division Sons of Veterans, recommend 
that the delegates to the National Convention be instructed to 
use their influence to have the following inserted in the Con- 
stitution, as Section 4, Article 19: A ‘dropped member can- 
not be re-mustered by ‘any Camp, except upon the payment 
of one year’s dues to the Camp> which dropped him, and a 
muster fee to the Camp receiving him. 

W. H. Howarp, Commander, 
H. P. Gerry, Secretary. 

Later in the morning, Brother Ilosmer of Camp 65 moved 
that this resolution be reconsidered; but reconsideration was 
refused. ’ 

The committee's report ‘‘ought to pass’? was adopted on 
the following resolution : a 


TEeapQuarters 
ApBrAnAm LiIncoun Camp 106 Sons oF VETERANS, 
CHARLESTOWN, Mass. 
Charlestown, February 6, 1906. 
Abraham Lincoln Camp No. 106 Sons of Veterans Divi- 


sion Massachusetts beg leave to submit the following resolu- 
tion: 
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Resoivep: Hereafter all communications shall be sent to 
the Secretary of each Camp in the Division ; also the name and 
address of each Commander and Secretary shall be published 
in the roster. 

Horace C. Barrus, Commander, 
Artuur W. MEEHAN, Secretary. 


“Ought to pass’? was the committee’s report on the 
following resolution which brought forth an animated dis- 
cussion participated in by Brothers McAdam, White, Cook and 
Devine: 

Resouvep, That tke Division Commander be authorized 
to detail such Brothers as he desires to assist any Post of the 
G. A. R. which becomes unable to observe Memorial Day, pro- 
vided that there is no Camp in the town of said Post, and to 
pay such expenses out of the funds of the Division, as these 
Brothers may incur with his approval. 


Snerwin L. Coox, Camp 46. 


A motion by Brother Ryder of Camp 115 that the report 
of the committee be adopted was carried and declared. 

‘“Ought to pass’’ was the committee’s report on the fol- 
lowing resolution relating to ‘THe BANNER,”’ the report being 
adopted after a lengthy discussion on the merits of our of- 
ficial organ: 


TIEADQUARTERS 
Henry Wi.son Camp 49 Sons or Vererans, U. 8. A. 
Natick, Mass., February 8, 1906. 

To the Twenty-fourth Annual Encampment, Massachu- 
setts Division Sons of Veterans, U.S. A. ‘ 

Br rr Resotvep, That the Delegates to the next National 
Convention be instructed to use their influence for a discon- 
tinuation, at the end of the present contract, of the compulsory 
subseription to ‘‘Trm BANNER.’’ 

Dupiey H. Frrre.i, Commander, 
A. P. Baucom, Secretary. 


DELEGATION FROM SONS OF VETERANS AUXILIARY 


Upon motion by Past Commander Holbrook of Camp 32 
it was voted to suspend business to receive a delegation from 
the Sons of Veterans’ Auxiliary. Division Commander Lynds, 
in introducing the Chairman of the Delegation, inadvertently 


alluded to the ladies as the Sons of Veterans’ ,‘‘Reserves,”’ 
and this caused a ripple of laughter to spread over the encamp- 
ment. Mrs. Lydia F. Burnham of Springfield, the Chairman 
of the Delegation, said: 

_ Commander Lynds and Brothers of the Massachusetts 
Division: It is a great pleasure for me to stand before you 
this morning to extend to you cordial greetings from your 
Auxiliary, the ladies who aim to work for you and do what 
we can. We wish you God-speed in. this doubly noble work, 
and if there is anything we ean do for you, I assure you, Com- 
mander, that we are willing and ready at all times to do it. 
In behalf of our Division of the Sons of Veterans’ Auxiliary, 
I present to you these flowers as a slight token of our esteem. 
(Applause.) - 

Mrs. Bourne and Mrs. Warren, the other two members 
of the visiting delegation, spoke in a similar strain, after 
which Past Commander White of Camp 106, Charlestown, was 
called wpon by the Division Commander to respond for the 
encampment as follows: 


RESPONSE BY PAST COMMANDER WHITE 


fel Commander, Ladies of the Auxiliary and Brothers of the 

oreo My thoughts go back to yesterday when you 
D led upon a Brother to respond to the greetings of the 
ene a Veterans. You will remember that he thought 
(Gateecis e ae you should call upon him, a confirmed bachelor 
claiming aie a to you, Mr. Commander, as in the same boat), 
notice, I ia oa felt hardly equal to the task. At this short 
eloquent eats know what to say in reply to the grand, 
the Tae me" our Sisters; but I realize, Mr. Commander, 
ing on this I a ic the duties that are assigned to us in earry- 
the years ee ae I recall well what transpired during 
those cena peae et to 1865; although perhaps but a youth, 
forgotten froin ae sunk deep into my mind, and I have never 
battle and anott rE day to this when tidings came of one 
1865 the bells Hey either of defeat or vietory; and when in 
at Appomattox Caen through the North of that victory 
from every heart, rt House, then was the glad joy rung out 
Rea ae o ae Auxiliary, we are proud of the work that is 
een tre ne ur organization. There is an auxiliary con- 
TWwieaorendwiat amp to which T belong, and we are proud of it. 
assistance, and any and all times to do what we can for their 

SIs ce, and we are glad of what they are doing for us. 
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Brothers of the encampment, I know that you all extend with 
me our hearty greetings to these ladies representing the Massa- 
chusetts Division of the Sons of Veterans’ Auxiliary, for the 
noble work they are doing. (Applause.) 

Three hearty cheers were given as the visitors ieft the hall. 


DELEGATION FROM THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 


On motion by Brother McEttrick of Camp 98 it was voted 
to suspend business to receive a distinguished delegation from 
the Massachusetts Department of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, Comrades Henry Haynie, Commander Post 62; W. 
H. Hinman, Department Inspector; A. A. Carleton and Joseph 
HH. Haskell, Commander Post 92. Comrade Haynie said: 

You, Sons of Veterans, are our sons, officially and socially. 
You are judged by your record, because of the record made 
by your fathers. By your action as Brothers in your different 
branches throughout this Commonwealth you are weighed and 
accepted. There is no organization for which the Grand Army 
has a stronger love than for the Sons of Veterans. (Ap- 
plause.) The ladies of the Relief Corps and the dear old 
nurses are there yet; perhaps they are nearer to us because 
they were with us before you were. (Applause.) Without 
their God-blessed presence, you would not have been; but 
for them we would not have been, because many an old soldier 
now in the Grand Army has been kept alive by the love of 
those women, the nurses, who helped us to remain here to be 
with you. You know how we feel about it, for you have heard 
these remarks frequently. They may have been expressed dif- 
ferently, but they always mean eternally and everlastingly the 
same, our love and devotion, our paternal, our official and 
fraternal love to you in all charity and in all patriotism. 
(Applause. ) 

Department Inspector William C. Hinman said: 

Commander Lynds and my Sons: I say ‘‘my sons’’ be- 
cause every one of you has a tie here in my heart, and, further, 
because I have one of my own flesh and blood sitting in your 
midst (applause), and I want to say to you that I think he is 
the youngest son of a veteran in the Massachusetts Division, 
and has just as true and patriotic a heart for the cause as any 
one of us has. 

It is one of the proudest privileges of my life to stand 
before this audience. I was honored by being a guest last 
night at your banquet, facing one of the noblest and grandest 
audiences of representative young men that has ever gathered 
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together in the good old Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
(Applause.) Isaid to our Department Commander this morn- 
ing, ‘‘ Appoint somebody else on that committee to wait upon 
the Sons of Veterans.’’ Why did I do it? After sitting and, 
listening to the flow of oratory from your own Commander-in- 
Chief Harley V. Speelman, from your Ham, your Webster 
and others, I trembled. He says, “You have always obeyed 
orders.’? I said, ‘‘Commander, I have tried to.” He says, 
‘You have always been ready, since you have been on my staff 
to say a word to encourage the Sons of Veterans,”’ which is 
true. I have traveled up and down the length and breadth 
of this good old Commonwealth; I have tried to instill into 
the minds of every young man outside of your ranks, the duty 
that he owes to his father who made it possible for him to en- 
joy the privileges that he is enjoying today. I want to say to 
you that you are engaged in one of the grandest of works. 
You are our own flesh and blood, and you are engaged in the 
same work that we and the Women’s Relief Corps are. The 
same blood runs in your veins, and, as was said to you last 
night, if ever the eall comes, you will be as ready to face the 
enemy as we were. (Applause.) 


COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SPEELMAN ENTERS 


At this point Commander-in-Chief Speelman entered the 
hall, and was enthusiastically received. 
Post Commander A. A. Carleton of the visiting Grand 
Army delegation was next presented and said: 
of eae Uynds and Delegates: It is with a feeling 
of reeponsibilite, _and profound embarrassment at the sense 
you the rae incumbent upon this committee to bring to 
Segond a ae OF the Department of Massachusetts, that I 
your aWAnaetaan : ieee is kind of you to stop in the midst of 
the neteeani Ges eee Me en your time 1s precious, and listen to 
profound res ane, make here. But with that feeling of 
greetings ie A ity incumbent upon us In presenting those 
mere ECR I permit me to say that they are not the 
hut ene Anan greetings of one organized body to another, 
ence anagerntts heartfelt expressions of love, and of confi- 
of the Republic thee from the Veterans of the Grand Army 
anacehe fatness ae i ye bring to you in the fullness of heart 
out Willetts a ession, for you to take them, as we know 
inspiration anal es ae in the same spirit and in the same 
due as uitean’ arry them into your walks of life, doing your 
te izens of the Republic and moulding the sentiment 
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wf the communities in which you are placed, in order that the 
lessons of patriotism, love of country and devotion to duty 
may be carried on down through the ages as valiantly, as ably 
‘and as efficiently as they have been carried up to this present 
moment. 

As men representing a time of the past, we are wont to 
unfold the scroll and recount the glories, the privileges, the 
inspirations and achievements of the past. We do it in all 
kindness; we do it not that we may dwell in the past, but full 
of the hopefulness that every glory depicted there upon the 
seroll, that every act of suffering announced there upon the 
record made in the past, that every move made to blot out a 
wrong and usher in a right, shall not only inspire you but fill 
us with hopefulness for the remainder of our days that we 
march side by side and shoulder to shoulder with you, men of 
this organization, out there along the pathway of life. We 
umfold it again to you today, as we unfold it to each other in 
our gatherings, in the hope that every inspiring thought may 
find a resting place, and as it finds a resting place in your 
hearts it may be planted there as a seed that shall germinate 
and bring forth the grandest fruits of patriotism and love of 
country and devotion to the flag as the instrument and the 
emblem of all that is noble and holy, in order that when you 
arrive at the years which confront us now, and when you 
arrive at the record of life made by us at this moment, you 
may be able, standing before audiences and transmitting all the 
hopes, all the inspirations and all the hope of the past, be 
inspired by them in the future to emulate that which your 
fathers have done up to this time. (Applause.) 

You have expressed in these days when you have as+ 
sembled together, your love for the memory of Abraham Lin- 
coln. He called us, three hundred thousand more; he ealled us 
time after time. If you believe all you have said, all that has 
been recorded by your magnificent orators demonstrating your 
Jove for the memory of Abraham Lineoln (and I know you 
do), then you will listen with me for a moment to the voice 
that comes from him now. We are his representatives; we 
served with Abraham Lineoln, and we say to you now that in 
the journey of life, in all the acts you are to undertake as 
citizens, in building up your organization, in all that goes 
to make a higher degree of citizenship, in all the acts con- 
fronting you as Sons of Veterans, he calls upon you to make it 
three hundred thousand more now. (Applause.) Te ealls in 
the spirit of the men whose forms lie beneath the earth’s 
surface on every battlefield of the South; he calls with the 
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spirit of the men whose forms lie beneath the ocean; he calls 
in the spirit of every martyr to liberty and to freedom, for you 
Sons of Veterans to be true to your heritage, to build up your 
organization, that you may emulate what it is to be an Ameri- 
can citizen, that you may show to the world what it is to 
demonstrate and to appreciate the blessings of our American 
civilization. And when the time shall come for you to lay 
down your lives, may you be able to look upon the diadem 
of our country placed upon the brow of the Queen among 
Nations, and among all the resplendent gems there none shall 
shine out clearer, more glorious or more beautiful than that 
which has the letters of the ‘‘Sons of Veterans’’ emblazoned 
thereon. (Applause.) : 


Comrade Haskell, being introduced said : 


T do not know what I am here for. These other fellows 
have done all the talking. The next time I am put on the 
committee, Tam going ahead. (Laughter.) They have picked 
out all the good words. But as our time is limited, and we 
should get back to our hall, I can merely join in bringing 
you the greetings of the comrades in Faneuil Hall. 

T have a son who is Commander of the Camp at Brighton, 
but it was his misfortune to be drawn on the jury; he felt 
terribly not to be able to attend this convention. But, boys, 
my camp (I eall it my camp, out in Brighton), knows my 

celings in regard to this organization. T love the boys; they 
are the boys that come next to my heart, the auxiliary that 
Had oes to me—the Sons of Veterans; I have always 
eden pent, T have always worked for them. I wish you 
Gere a nm your work, and hope your membership will in- 

. am glad for the invitation to stand before you, to 


bri { sere 
2 ng you our greetings and show our respect for you. I thank 
you. (Applause. ) 


RESPONSE BY BROTHER WALTER RAMSDELL 
Ex-Mayor of Lynn 


oe te ander, my Brothers, and Heroes of the Civil 
opneriaes : a eed a splendid thing for myself to have the 
tude of the So Say a word expressive of the unbounded grati- 
Ge Ghee e Sons of Veterans here assembled to these heroes 
ee merican nation and life for coming here today and 
giving us these words of encouragement. I think I may say, 
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my brothers, in your behalf, ‘‘Thank you, thank you soldiers, 
thank you, for what you have done for us today and for 
your splendid works in behalf of our country.’’ 
brothers, of the Sons of Veterans, a splendid example to us of 
that kind of activity and of persistence in doing good which 
is brought to us today by these representatives of the Grand 
Army who, notwithstanding the years that are accumulating 
upon their splendid gray heads, are yet so active, so busy, so pro- 
gressive, so enterprising and so successful in promoting the work 
of their splendid organization? I wish to make just this point 
as the result of their coming here and what they have said to 
us, that it is up to us, my brothers, as Sons of Veterans, to 
make our organization equally active, equally busy, equally 
progressive and equally successful. There have been times 
when we have been despondent. There have been times when 
many of us have felt that after all the field that we occupied 
was one not specially designed for oceupaney. I think that we 
may take the example of the splendid men of the Grand Army 
of the Republic, and go out and make something of our 
institution. 

I like that story they tell of the young man who lived 
under conditions that had made him despondent and dis- 
couraged. He felt as though life was a failure and that 
there was no use in doing anything. He lived in a house where 
fhe atmosphere was of that kind which encouraged his de- 
spondent feeling. Even the old tall eight-day clock that stood 
in the hallway, as its pendulum swung slowly backward and 
forward, kept saying to him, ‘Don’t you hurry; don’t you 
hurry; don’t you hurry; don’t you hurry!’’ And so his life 
became one of ill suecess because of that influence working 
upon his mind and heart. Well, he changed it one day. He got 
next to somebody like our friends here of the Grand Army, 
who was able to give him an inspiration and encouragement, 
and he left that house where that atmosphere existed and went 
to another and secured a room, and what shall I say to you, my 
friends, about the clock he had there in that house? It was one 
of these little round nickle clocks, Houghton & Dutton 98-cent 
““double-stamps-on-Tuesday ;’’ and that little clock, set on his 
mantle-piece, said to him, ‘‘Get there; get there; get there; 
get there!’’ (Applause and laughter.) In making my ad- 
dress here, which is intended to express the gratitude of my 
brothers in this organization to you for coming here with your 
helping hands outstretched to us, I want to say just this to you, 
my brothers, that the return that we make to these soldiers of 
the Grand Army of the Republic is this, that if we have love 
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Js it not, my 


and flowers and praises to bestow upon the individuals in our 
communities who render service to us in a public way, let us 
have the best of that love, the sweetest of those flowers, the 
most sincere of those praises, for the good gray heroes who live 
with us today. True, we have love, flowers and praises for 
those who have been laid away under the green sod, who have 
gone to ‘‘that harbor somewhere in a peaceful bay where sails 
are furled and ships are set at anchor somewhere in the far 
away ;’’ but what matters it where lies that heavenly harbor 
and that land of rest, whether it be in some other world—God 
knoweth best. If we have love, flowers and praises for the 
heroes who are laid away beneath the green sod, let us still have 
love and flowers and praises for the good, gray heroes who 
live with us today and who may possibly be helped by us, in 
our humble way, and who will at least realize that there are 
some In our communities who do not forget the splendid serv- 
ices they rendered to us in making our country one, safe and 
secure, and in giving us that splendid star spangled banner 
pure, undefiled and meaning constancy to human liberty, union 
and justice for all our people. (Applause. ) 


CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS RESUMED 


“tee “Ought to pass’? was the report of the committee, which 
“ adopted, on the following resolution presented by Charles 
eee Virst Sergeant, in behalf of the officers and mem- 
B ae Camp 116, the resolution having been endorsed by 117 

rothers of various Camps: 


Hanson, Mass., February 13, 1906. 
TIkaApQuarTERS OF Jutus W. Monror Camp 116, 


Division or Massacuusers, U. S. A. 


GREETING: Wi 4 
REETING: We, the undersigned, representing the Camps 


na reby SS a * 
delenit pereey petition this Encampment to instruct the 
deavors tot he National Convention to use their utmost en- 
Secretary ar ae the National Convention change rating of 
eeaitan 1 id Treasurer back to the old rating of First Ser- 
geant and Quartermaster Sergeant 
Yours in F, C. and L., 

Crarues E, STAPLES, 

First Sergeant. 


here 
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“Ought to pass’’ was the eommittee’s report, which was 
adopted, on the following resolutions : 


Reso.vep, That the Division Commander be authorized 
to deeorate the Emancipation Statue of Abraham Lincoln, in 
ark Square, Boston, with such floral decoration as he deems 
fitting, on February 12, of each year, in behalf of the Division, 
as an official tribnte to Union Defenders’ Day. 
Snerwin L. Cook, Camp 46. 


“<Ought to pass’? was the committee’s report on the follow- 
ing resolution, this report also being adopted : 


To the Annual Encampment of Massachusetts Division S. of V. 


At a meeting of Camp No. 58 of Attleboro, held on Mon- 
day February 5th, 1906, the following vote was passed : 

ResoLvepD, That the Annual Encampment of 1906 be 
earnestly requested to petition the Commander-in-Chief to so 
modify the Constitution and Laws as to permit the use by 
Camps in the Massachusetts Division of the full military titles 
of their officers as heretofore in use in the order, and set forth 
in the Constitution of 1903. 

In accordance with above vote, Camp No. 58 presents to 
the Encampment the following resolution and urges its accept- 
ance: 

Resovep, That the delegates to the National Encamp- 
ment be instrueted to present a resolution substantially as 
above and to exert their influence in procuring its adoption. 

Epwin J. Horron Camp No. 58, 


By Harry E, CarPENTER, Commander. 


The committee on resolutions recommended that the fol- 
lowing resolution be withdrawn, inasmuch as the Division 
Commander had recommended the appointment of a Patriotic 
Instructor. The committee’s report was adopted: 
JIeapquarTers Cou. THomas WENTWorTH HiGGINson Camp 56 


Sons of VETERANS. 
Cambridge, Mass., January 22, 1906. 


; _RESOLVED, That the Commander of the Massachusetts 
division appoint a Patriotic Instructor, whose duty it shall be 
to appoint a Patriotie Instructor in each Camp, who shall ob- 
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tain pictures and place them in the schools in the city or town 
where the Camp is located. 


Yours in F. C. and L., 
Cuester A. GARFIELD, Commander. 
Attest: Wiiu1am E. Farrineton, Secretary. 


_ (A note was attached to the resolution, stating that the 
pictures could be obtained from George S. Benson, 602 Twenty- 
. second street, N. W., Washington, D. C.) 


“Beyond our jurisdiction’’ was the committee’s report on 
the following resolution : 


TIEADQUARTERS 
Henry Witson Camp 49, Sons or VETERANS, U. 8. A. 
Natick, Mass., February 8, 1906. 


To the Twenty-fourth Annual Encampment, Massachu- 
setts Division Sons of Veterans, U. 8. A. 


Bu rv Resorvep: That the incoming Division Council be 
Aes to report, at our next Annual Encampment, upon the 
advisability of reducing our present per capita tax. 

Dupitey H. Ferrey, Commander, 
A. P. Baucom, Secretary. 


a On motion by Past Commander William O. Cutler of 
amp 49 it was voted to adopt the resolution, instead of the 


ee of the committee. (Additional resolutions were con- 
ered at the afternoon session. ) 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL GREETINGS 
inet Bee Gn Commander William <A. Stevens | reported 
HincamnmaeemeN es on Fraternal Greetings had visited the 
Army of th R the Massachusetts department of the Grand 
and today fe tebublic yesterday afternoon in Faneuil Hall, 
Gilbert Tall “To cempments of the Daughters of Veterans in 
Ausiiaee i remont Temple, and of the Sons of Veterans’ 
mittee had als aS Blue Room of Tremont Temple. The com- 
ab tie Pee 51 82 eee the ‘Women’s Relief Corps Convention 
Sarak | nae an hurch, Columbus avenue, receiving the most 

pein grecungs:) Nhe report of the committee was accepted. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS 


Commanders and Past Commanders, . . . . . 190 


NCC CEOS 5 5 5 5 « og My 
“Alternates, < «~ < =& ) (0/2 eeOnee 2s 
Total, . «| Nj ge 


REPORT OF DIVISION GOUNCIL 


Division Councilman A. R. McAdam read the following 
veport of the Division Council, which was referred to the com- 
anittee on officers’ reports: 


ANNUAL REporT oF THE Division CounctL. 


South Framingham, Mass., March 13, 1905. 


Division Council met at South Framingham with the 
Division Officers, to outline the work for the year. Members 
present, A. Frank Graves and A. R. McAdam. 


Voted to hold the Annual Banquet as usual the first day 
of the Convention. The price of tickets to be the same as 
previous years, viz., $1.25 per plate. 

Holyoke, Mass., March 16, 1905. 

Division Council met at Division Headquarters to audit 
the books of the Secretary and Treasurer. We found satis- 
factory vouchers for all expenditures and that the accounts 
were in proper balance. 

Brothers present, A. Frank Graves and Arthur Bent as a 
substitute for Brother Holbrook who was unable to be present. 


; Holyoke, Mass., February 10, 1906. 

Division Council met at Division Headquarters to make 
final audit of the books for the Convention. Members of the 
council present, A. Frank Graves. The accounts were found 
to be in balance and satisfactory vouchers for all payments. 
Balance on hand, $930.14. 

The following official vote has been canvassed on the 
special blanks provided for same as follows: 

September 1, 1905. Voted that the Delegates be allowed 
$15.50 each for expenses to the National Encampment at 
Gettysburg and that the Commander be allowed actual ex- 
penses to Convention. 
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December 1, 1905. Voted that the Twenty-fourth Annual 
Convention be held at the same time as that of the G. A. R., 
iz., February 13 and 14. 


Respectfully submitted in F. C. and L., 


A. FRANK GRAVES, 1 
A. R. McApam, 
Division Council. 


COMMUNICATIONS 


From Rev. Epwarp A. Horron, 25 BEAcon Stree. 
Boston, Mass., February 14, 1906. 


My Dear Commander: Up to the last moment I had 
hoped to find myself in condition to attend your Banquet. 
last night, but I failed in my hopes and therefore was absent. 

Thave not been well for a week or,two though trying to do 
those things that are absolutely necessary. Very sorry to lose 
the occasion and to leave my promise unfulfilled. TJlowever, 
T dare say you had plenty of speakers. 

With best wishes for the success of your Encampment, 

Fraternally yours, 
Epwarp A. Iorron. 


REPRESENTATIVE FROM ARMY NURSES 
- Mrs. Fannie T, Hazen, President of the National Associa- 
tion of Army Nurses of the Civil War, made her annual visit 
and addressed the delegates as follows: 
eae of Veterans: It gives me great pleasure to come 
Nae en today to bring to you the greetings of the’ Army 
Nurses of the Civil War. | bring to you not only the greetings 


of, the National Associati ale , Taya 
Maseacli aceite ciation, buf also of the Army Nurses of 


We tried to the best of our ability to care for your fathers 


Ree eee aS of every one possible; and we can truth- 
WENA LeCe ° our ministrations hundreds of these men 
y ze a home to their families. I am glad to look into your 
aces ang to recognize in you the sons of those brave, gallant 
Sires. ‘We can never fully tell you the story of that war. 
You can read, and you can imagine, but all that ean come to 
you cannot give you the reality. Next to the soldiers them- 
selves, we, the army nurses, know what your fathers endured 
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and what they suffered. We heard the stories of their priva~ 
tions and of the starvation in Southern prisons. I hope you 
will one and all be worthy of your heritage, for it is some- 
thing beyond price. Surely the proudest honor that you 
young men could ask for is the fact that you are the sons of 
the veterans of the Civil War, the men who saved this country 
and have made it what it is today. Now take up the work 
‘that your fathers laid down, and carry it on. Bring yourselves 
up to the highest type of citizenship. Cast your influence over 
this country, and not only over this country but over all 
the other countries of the world, the same as your fathers’ 
influence has been through the victories they won. You can- 
not begin to think or imagine what it may be in the years to 
come. You will pass on, and your sons will take up your 
work; be sure that you instill into their minds the value of this 
republic and the great cost, not only in treasure but in life and 
limb, of everything that goes to make up the country. Your 
fathers have done their utmost; they saved the country for 
you to make better and better still, till it shall stand far above 
what it is today. Today it is one of the most honored nations 
in the world, and let the day come, which it can through your 
influence, when the whole world shall look to this country for 
its approval or disapproval. May I live to see the day when 
you, like your fathers of the Grand Army of the Republic 
today, make your organization the grandest and most noble 
one in the days to come, and may you strive to the utmost 
to do that. God bless you in your work. (Applause.) 


RESPONSE BY PAST DIVISION COMMANDER WILLIAM 
A. STEVENS 


Mr. Commander: I am just going to say a few words. 
We feel deeply this compliment which has been paid to us by 
the representative of the Army Nurses’ Association. I have 
always contended, and always shall contend, that it is an open 
question as to who made the greater sacrifice during the war 
from 1861 to 1865, our fathers when they went to the front, 
the army nurses who went with them, or the loyal women who 
stayed at home and suffered so much in quiet. How many 
sleepless nights when they were alone by themselves and their 
God, when they had perhaps put the child away to bed and 
no one to talk to, to hear them, but the thought went to father, 
husband, brother or sweetheart in their solitude. I often 
wonder how they slept at all. Those loyal women did so much 
to help the stricken comrades on the field of battle. All of us 
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know who it is that cools the heated brow in sickness, and. 
quenches the parched lips; we all recognize that without 
woman we would be frail indeed. Association with the women. 
of the affiliated organizations of our own makes us nobler 
men, makes us better Sons of Veterans. 

Mrs. Hazen, in behalf of my brother Sons of Veterans, 1 
thank you for spending your valuable time to visit us. We 
appreciate your coming to us, and we wish you God-speed- 
(Applause.) 3 


MORNING ADJOURNMENT 


Ao On motion by Division Secretary Smith it’ was voted, at. 
2.45 o’clock, to adjourn until 2 o’clock. 


Afternoon Session 


aeeanon Commander’s gavel fell at 2.25 p. m., eall- 
ing caper = ony ment to order for its last session. The follow- 
Byerett TL ee to the roll call: Division Commander 
De endian 8, Senior Vice Division Commander Frank 
Wentworth, ee Junior Vice Division Commander James H. 
eitan (eanteeat ot of Division Council A. R. MeAdam, Divi 
Chaplain Hos, un M. Holbrook appearing later, Division 
Smith Disa ¥. Keeney, Division Secretary Raymond H. 
sellor Willia 0 reasurer Herbert R. Thorpe, Division Coun- 
am O. Cutler, Division Inspector Walter Penney. 


ing 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS 


Commanders and P. 


Delegates, ast Commanders, ec 2 221 
Alternates, ECA te ii 
City acl . * © © aie 

Tota 
otal, ae 
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PURSE TO RETIRING DIVISION COMMANDER 


Past Division Commander William A. Stevens cordially 
welcomed Division Commander Everett H. Lynds, by anticipa- 
tion, to the ranks of the ‘‘has beens,’’ and presented a hand- 
some purse in behalf of the Division, the amount presented. 
being $82.11. A graceful acknowledgment was made of the 
purse, by Division Commander Lynds. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON OFFICERS’ REPORTS 


Past Division Commander Fred J. Bradford read the 
various recommendations of the committee on officers’ reports, 
and action was taken on them as follows: 


RECOFIMENDATIONS OF DIVISSION COMMANDER 


No. 1. ‘‘That the precedent of my predecessors be con- 
tinued, and that a conference committee of eleven members 
be appointed to confer with the Massachusetts Department 
of the Grand Army of the Republie.’’? Adopted. 


No. 2. ‘That the office of Press Correspondent for the 
BANNER be continued, and that each Camp Commander ap- 
point a Camp Correspondent whose duty shall be to report 
at least once a month to the Special Correspondent.’’ Adopted. 


No. 3. ‘That the committee appointed last year to look 
after the interests of the Sons of Veterans’ Memorial University 
at Mason City, Iowa, be continued.’’ Adopted. 


No. 4. ‘‘That the incoming Commander appoint a com- 
mittee to draw up a new set of by-laws for the Division, to 
be submitted to the next Convention, and that the Division 
Council and Commander be empowered to make such decisions 
in the meantime as the necessity may require.’’ Adopted. 


No. 5. ‘‘That the Special Aid System be continued.” 


" Adopted. 


No. 6. ‘*That $100 be appropriated for the Soldiers’ 
Tome Dormitory Commission, if required.’? Adopted. 


No. 7. ‘‘That $50, or such portion thereof as may be 
necessary, be appropriated for the Andersonville Flag Fund.’” 
Adopted. é 
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No. 8. ‘‘That the sum of $15 be appropriated for in- 
cidental expenses for both Mustering Officer and Chief Aid.’’ 
Adopted. : 


No. 9. ‘‘That the Aid System now in force pe continued.’’ 
Adopted. 


No. 10. ‘‘That the salaries of Secretary ($125) and 
Treasurer ($125), and appropriation for extra clerk hire 
($150) remain the same unless permanent headquarters be 
established.’’ Adopted. 


No. 11. ‘That a Patriotic Instructor be appointed, and 
that his duties be likened to those of the G. A. R. and W. R. C.”’ 
Adopted. 


RECOMMENDATIONS OF TREASURER 


The recommendation, ‘‘First, that some provision be 
made for the safe keeping of the record books which, if lost, 
could never be replaced,’ was referred to the Division Council 
with power to act. 

The recommendation, “*Seeond, that the per capita tax 
be continued at eighty (80) cents per annum,’’ was adopted. 

The recommendation, ‘Third, that the incoming Treas- 
urer be empowered to install some kind of a card system by 
which an accurate record of the supplies on hand ean be kept,’” 
was also adopted. 


Recommendation of Special Mustering Officer 


™ fi i 

, lhe recommendation, ‘'That a small sum be appropriated 
for the purpose of defrayi ng the expenses of this office, so the 
officer will be able to do personal work,’’ was adopted. 


Recommendation of Chief Aid 


: The recommendations of the Chief Aid: ‘First, th 
Brother’s consent be obtained before his appointment as 
de-Camp; Second, that the Brother’s correct name and ad- 
dress be secured,’’? wag referred to the incoming Division 
Commander. iv 


The various officers reports were adopted. 
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Committee on [Memorial Service at Soldiers’ Home 


Past Division Commander Bradford: ‘‘The Division 
Commander told me that he had forgotten to embody in his 
report, mention of the.committee which had charge of the 
memorial service at the Soldiers’ Home. You will remember 
that this past year the Division of Massachusetts assumed 
charge of those services and many of you attended, and it was 
a success from every point of view. The fund which the 
committee had to draw from was $35; the amount expended 
was $33.05, leaving a balance which the committee turns in of 
$1.95. We would recommend that the Massachusetts Division 
continue the same idea and assume charge of the service at the 
Soldiers’ Home this year. It gives dignity, and it is right 
and fitting that we should assume charge of this work.’’ 
Adopted. 


Delegation from the Women’s Relief Corps 


Junior Vice Commander James H. Wentworth and Past 
Division Commander Orra L. Stone were appointed a com- 
mittee to receive and introduce Mrs. E. C. Ford and Mrs. 
M. L. Bullock, representing the Massachusetts Department of 
the Women’s Relief Corps. 


Mrs. E. C. Ford, Department Patriotic Instructor of the 
W. R. C., said: Mr. Commander and Sons of Veterans: 
Boys, I esteem it a great privilege to be given this honor of 
conveying the greetings of the Massachusetts Department of 
the Women’s Relief Corps which is now assembled at the 
People’s Church. I must be very brief in my remarks be- 
cause I am getting tired, but I do not want to tire you. I 
think I never felt quite as proud as I did this afternoon 
walking up the aisle of this hall on the arm of your gallant 
usher, with one exception when I walked in to my marriage 
service upon the arm of a veteran. (Applause.) Ever since 
then I gave my heart not only to him but to the cause for 
which he fought, and in all my duties I have tried to be 
faithful in every way, in the home, in my duties in the Relief 
Corps, and in rocking the cradle for my little Sons of Veterans. 
(Applause.) And that giyes me the chance to say here that 
I have an eligible Daughter. (Applause.) I did not dare 
bring her with me; she is up at the church. 

I realize for the first time what the gentlemen and ladies 
have really felt in their hearts when they have used the same 
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words that I did in addressing you, how pleased and how 
honored they felt to be representatives to bring the greetings 
from one beautiful order to the other. As your delegates 
brought your greetings this morning to us, so I, in the same 
spirit, bring ours to you. As you go on in your work this 
next year, do everything that you can to instill patriotism in 
the heart of every living being. (Applause.) 

Mrs. M. L. Bullock, Department Installing Officer of the 
W. R. C., said that she had two sons in the Everett Camp, 
and that she had always stood ready to help the boys. She 
also has two sons whom she adopted on the trip to Denver, 
and she is very proud of them all. 


Response by Past Division Commander Ora L. Stone 


ee Past Division Commander Orra L. Stone of Camp 19, 
Clinton, received a very flattering reception from the Encamp- 
ment when he was introduced to respond to the greetings of 
the ladies of the W. R. C. Brother Stone said: 

_ Commander, Brothers and representatives of the Women’s 
Relief Corps: I am indeed surprised that our Division Com- 
mander should call upon me to perform this pleasant duty. 
i PEays pleased to speak for and to the ladies. What 
better words could a man use than those which Abraham 
Lincoln uttered when he stood at the grave of his mother, out 
there in the wild woods of Kentucky, and, with tears in his 
a aes 5 All that I am and all that I ever hope to be, I owe 
tar Praeeee! of my angel mother.’? (Applause.) Every 
eran, aay Roter in this Encampment today, and, Iam sure, 
Gm atin hart ©. our organization throughout the country, 
fia) ne niente = By that all he is or ever hopes to be, he owes 
hasthesass a 4 the woman who bore him, or, if that woman 
iene hn ae him, as have these esteemed noble women 
Rsbaneerne ae sons and their husbands, all that their 
imfuencets ie Sen of the civil war are, they owe to their 
Sian Ne ee a kindly help and to their maternal influence 
faraddl tleechae a lave grown up from boyhood into manhood 
; Ssomed out to represent them in the paths of business 
and political and social and. chureh life. 
Renee Dak we appreciate the sentiments that have 
Womens Relief c oday by these two women representing the 
cS SARAIMRTNS Gone /orps, and T am confident that every Brother 
vithin the range of my voice appreciates what the Women’s 
Reliet Corps is doing for our organization, particularly the 
part that it is playing in the work of our Memorial University 
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at Mason City, Iowa. No organization allied with us has done 
so much at the Women’s Relief Corps for our Memorial Uni- 
versity. We ought to be encouraged and inspired to do even 
more than we are doing in behalf of that grand institution, 
by the unstinted work which the Women’s Relief Corps is 
doing at the present time for this Memorial erected to the 
civil war veterans and their widows and orphans. 

I thank you, Commander Lynds, for calling upon me, 
and wish that I might more adequately respond to the senti- 
ments that have been uttered by these women. I most heartily 
thank them in behalf of the Massachusetts Division Sons of 
Veterans. (Applause.) 


ADDITIONAL RESOLUTIONS CONSIDERED 


Chairman William M. Brigham announced that the com- 
mittee on resolutions had considered four resolutions which 
had been presented since the opening of the afternoon session, 
and action on them was as follows: 


The committee recommended that the following resolu- 
tion be referred to the next Encampment. On motion by 
Sherwin Li. Cook it was voted to adopt the recommendation of 
the committee, and the resolution was so referred. 


To the Officers and Members of the Massachusetts Divi- 
sion Sons of Veterans, U. §. A., in convention assembled: We, 
the undersigned, respectfully recommend : 

That this Division instruct its delegates to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief Convention this year to use all honorable 
means in their power to have Art. XIIL., See. 3, of the Consti- 
tution, Rules and Regulations of the Sons of Veterans, U. 8. A.y 
changed to read: 

ArticLeE XIII., Secrion 3—The Division Commander, 
Serrior and Junior Vice Division Commanders, the Division 
Council and Delegates, shall be elected by a written or printed 
ballot, and a majority of all the votes cast shall be necessary 
for a choice, except for members of the Division Council and 
delegates to the Commander-in-Chief, who may be chosen by a 
plurality vote. 

We also recommend, in case this change in Art. XIII, 
See. 3 should become a law, that this Division adopt the so- 
called Australian system of voting. 

Yours in F. C. and L., 
GrorcE T. DuckwortH, 
Past Commander Camp 35, S. of V. 
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Henry W. Hammonp, Commander Camp 35, 
Joun I. Bryant, Camp 35, 

Aupuus A. BraLey, Camp 35, 

Cuarence H. James, Camp 35, 

Wittiam TH. Bonney, 

Grorce H. CarPENTER, 

Tuomas E. Davis, Camp 35, 

J. Frank Pasno, Camp 35, S. of V., 

Crartes N. Bucnein, Camp 35, 8. of V., 
Winns H. Eviior. 


“Ought not to pass’’ was the committee’s report on the 
following resolution, and the report of the committee was 
adopted on motion by Past Commander Edwin F. Tuttle: 


_ To the Officers and Members of the Massachusetts Divi- 
sion Sons of Veterans, U.S. A.: We, the undersigned, respect- 
fully recommend that this Division take some action in regard 
to having the laws of this State changed so that we, the Sons 
of V eterans, may have the privilege of acting and to parade 
as a Military Body. 


Yours in F. C. and L., 


Grorcr T. DuckwortH, 
Past Commander Camp 35, S. of V., 


Henry W. Hammonp, 
Commander Camp 35, S. of V., 


Joun I. Bryanr, Camp 35, 

ALpHus A. Bratey, Camp 35, 
CLARENCE Hi. James, Camp 35, 

W TLLIAM H. Bonney, Camp 35, 

Groner H. Carpenrer, Camp 35, 
THomas BE. Davis, 

J. Frank Pasno, Camp 35, 8. of V., 
Craries N. Bucueuy, Camp 35, S. of V., 
Witt EH. Exniuior. 


“Ought not to pass’! 
following resolution, 
report was adopted: 


oe oe and Members of the Massachusetts Divi- 
B eee eterans, U. S. A.: We, the undersigned, most 
espectfully r ecommend that the date for the Annual Encamp- 
ment of the Massachusetts Division Sons of Veterans, U. 8. A., 


jo 


was the commiitee’s report on the 
and after considerable discussion the 


for the year 1907, be fixed by this Encampment for February 
21 and 22, 1907. 
Yours in F. C. and L., 


Grorce T. DuckwortTH, ; 
Past Commander Camp 35,8. of V. 


Henry W. Hammon, 
Commander Camp 35, S. of V., 


Joun- I. Bryant, Camp 35, 
Anpuus A. Bratey, Camp 35, 
‘CLarENcE H. James, Camp 35, 
Wituiam H. Bonney, Camp 35, 

* Grorcr H. Carpenter, Camp 35, 
‘THomas E. Davis, 
J. Franx Pasuo, Camp 35, S. of V., 
Cuarues N. Bucuern, Camp 35, 8. of V., 
Wim H. Exuior. 


“Ought not to pass”? was the committee’s report on the 
following resolution (On motion by Brother Tuttle the report 
of the committee was adopted) : 


To the Officers and Members of the Massachusetts Division 
Sons of Veterans, U.S. A.: We, the undersigned, respectfully 
recommend that no Brother of this Division shall be eligible 
for the office of Division Commander, Senior or Junior Vice 
Division Commander, who has not attained the yank of Past 
Commander of a Camp in this Division, and who holds that 
rank at the time of his nomination for either of the said offices. 


Yours in F. C. and L., 


Grorce T. DuckworTH, 
Past Commander Camp 35, S. of V., 


Henry W. Hammonp, 
Commander Camp 35, S. of V., 


Joun I. Bryant, Camp 35, 

Aupuus A. Bratey, Camp 35, 
CuarENCE H. James, Camp 35, 
Wiuu1am H. Bonney, Camp 35, 
Grorcr H. Carpenter, Camp 39, 
Tomas BE. Davis, Camp 35, 

J. Frank Pasxo, Camp 35, S. of V., 
Caries N. Bucnenn, Camp 35, S. of V., 
WiiAm H. Evnior, 
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TALKING AGAINST TIME 


It was voted that all further debate on matters previous 


to the election of officers be confined to two minutes for each 
speaker. 


FINAL REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS 
Division Secretary Raymond H. Smith read the following 
final report of credentials, which was adopted: 


Commanders and Past Commanders, . . . . . 228 
DelegcteseM tk lg lg lg UG 
FAlCrnaicSMe Ee oe FCC, 

Total, . 2 one 


‘ On motion by Brother Levy of Camp 78 it was voted to 
proceed to the nomination and election of officers: 


NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS 


3 Brother Walter Ramsdell of Camp 1, Lynn, placed Walter 
enney of the same Camp in nomination for the office of 
tvision Commander, the nomination of Brother Penney being 

seconded by Brother Greeley of Camp 1, Past Division Com- 

mander Orra L. Stone of Camp 19, and Past Division Com- 

mander Fred E. Warner of Camp 8. 


WA Senior Vice Commander F, H. White of Camp 106 made a 
Bees eomauion of William M. Brigham of Camp 94, Marl- 
, for the position of Division Commander, the nomination 


being seconded b i 
y Brother O’Ha 7 f£ Camp 94, in a 
earnest and vigorous appesl. Halloran o p 9s, n 


On motion by Brother Ryder, the nominations were closed. 

The following 
Chelsea, Brother 
of Salem, the ] 
of Somerville. 


were appointed tellers: John E. Wilcox of 
Wolff of Brighton, and Fred E. Warner 
atter being later relieved by Brother Warren 
The result of the ballot was as follows: 

Whole number of votes east, 322 
Necessary for a choice, . | ° ' ' | | | 4@ 
Walter Penney had : * hag oat ; a e's 951 
William M. Brigham had | oe ae eS 71 


? ae this junction Delegate William M. Brigham addressed 
ne Encampment, saying: ‘In behalf of Camp 94, Sons of 
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Veterans, of Marlborough, good fellows all and good losers, 
I move that the election of Walter Penney be made unani- 
mous.’’ Adopted. 


Brother Guy A. Ham of Boston placed in nomination for 
the office of Senior Vice Division Commander, James H. Went- 
worth of Newton, the nomination being seconded by Past Divi- 
sion Commander Bradford. 


Past Division Commander Harry D. Sission of Pittsfield 
nominated Ernest E. Hobson of Palmer for the position of 
Senior Vice Division Commander, Brother Hobson being fur- 
ther endorsed by Past Division Commander Stone and by 
Brother Gardner of Beverley. 


On motion by Brother Hinman of Camp 125 nominations 
were closed. The result of the vote follows: 


Whole number of votes cast, . . . . - ~~ 260 
Necessary for a choice, . . . . « «© «| « dol 
Ernest E. Hobsonhad .-. . . . © «© « - JGE 
James H. Wentworthhad . . . . . . + + 96 


Brother James H. Wentworth moved that the election 
of Brother Hobson be made unanimous, and this was done. 


Past Division Commander Fred J. Bradford placed Frank 
E. Howard in nomination for Junior Vice Division Com- 
mander, and the nomination was handsomely seconded by 
Sherwin L. Cook, who had formerly expected to run as a can- 
didate for the same office. On motion by Division Councilman 
A. R. McAdam the Division Secretary was instructed to cast 
one ballot bearing the name of Frank E. Howard of Camp 98 
for Junior Vice Division Commander. The ballot was cast 
and Brother Howard declared elected. 


The election of members of the Division Council being in 
order, it was voted on motion by Brother Thomas O. D. Urqu- 
hart that the Division Secretary cast one ballot bearing the 
name of Everett IT. Lynds for the first member of the new 
Division Council. Brother Lynds was accordingly elected. 


The following nominations were made for the second and 
third places on the Division Council: 


Past Division Commander Stone named Hosmer F. 
Keeney of Camp 83, the nomination being seconded by W. H. 
Nash of Camp 83. 


Past Division Commander Orange H. Cook of Melrose 
placed W. F. Osborn of Camp 51 in nomination. 
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Brother Warren placed Past Commander Fred G. Jacobs 
of Camp 50 in line, this nomination being seconded by Brother 


Bean of Camp 17. 


Past Commander Samuel A. Pickering named William O. 
Cutler of Natick, the nomination being endorsed by Brother 
Ferrell of Camp 49, and also by Past Division Commander 


Bradford. 


On motion by Past Commander Rummell of Leominster 


the nominations were closed. 


For Division Council : 


Hosmer F. Keeney, . 
William O. Cutler, 
WaEyOsborny ys. 
Fred G. Jacobs, 


The ballot resulted thus: 


118 
114 
58 
31 


Brothers Keeney and Cutler were declared elected in 
accordance with the above votes. 


The election of delegates to the National Encampment at 


Peoria, IIL, 


was next in order. 


Past Division Commander Stevens nominated Past Com- 


mander TI. A. 
motion by 


Mayo of Camp. 51 for Delegate-at-large. On 
Past Commander S. A. Pickering the Division Sec- 


retary was instructed to east one ballot bearing the name of 


Hi. A. Mayo as Delegate- 


The nominations for 
as follows: 


Nominator. 
Sherwin L. Cook, 
Rey. Brewster, 
A. R. McAdam, 
Orra I. Stone, 
Brother Ferrell, 
Brother Perry, 
Brother Porter, 
Stephen Stone, 
John E. Wilcox, 


William M. Brigham, 


Brother Stone, 
Brother Bullock, 


Nominee. 

Frank E. White, 
Lyman W. Floyd, 
Albert; J. Whitney, 
Samuel A. Pickering, 
George H. Green, 
Joseph P. Devine, 
Arthur M. Proctor, 
Sherwin L. Cook, . 
George L. Ludwig, 
George W. Wallace, 
George H. Bellows, 
Martin L. Kidder, 


74 


at-large, and he was declared elected. 
the nine other places as delegates were 


Camp of 
Nominee. 


106 
149 
25 
78 
87 
104 
121 
46 
51 
94. 
96 
62 


On motion by Past Division Commander Stevens it was 
voted that the nine brothers receiving the highest votes be the 
delegates, the remaining Brothers voted for be the alternates, 
and that vacancies be filled by the Division Commander. The 


vote for delegates was as follows: 
Sherwin Dy. Cook, . . . 9 & fi i gee acne 84 
Saniwel,.A. Pickermg, 2 = <4 0 0e een eee 79 
George L. Ludwig, eae nf LY 
Tiyman “W.Floyd, . . =. =. lgicsleietaneiERIEENOD) 
Bronk i. White, . <« « « 0 (fase) 3, eee’ 
George W. Wallice, . 3 % 5) (Wee cum 61 
deseph P. Deving, . =. . . = "i. pee meno 
Martin L.Kidder, : = . « =) 02°02) aieemmos 
Albert J. Whitney, sy as ie he OS) 
The above nine were declared elected delegates to the 
National Encampment. 
George H. Bellows, MM cd sg lo 
George H. Green, . . .. Noll etNeeunenEneEES) 
William T. Tisdale, . 2 2 ie 
Arthur M. Proctor, MP cc, sg Aza 


(These four with other necessary ones, to be the alter- 
nates. ) 


INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 


Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Arthur M. Soule of 
Portland performed the ceremony of inducting into office the 
newly elected officers, Brother O. T. Cummings of Camp 121 
assisting as Inspector. The officers installed were as follows: 

Division Commander, Walter Penney; Senior Vice Divi- 
sion Commander, Ernest E. Hobson; Junior Vice Division 
Commander, Frank E. Howard; Division Council, Everett i. 
Lynds, Hosmer F. Keeney and William O. Cutler; Division 
Secre George L. Bray; Division Treasurer, Henry Perry. 

Division Commander Walter Penney thanked the En- 
campment for the honor conferred upon him, and was author- 
ized to install the remaining officers whenever he has an op- 
portunity. 


sr 
oO 


SILVER CROSS FOR RETIRING COMMANDER 


On’ motion by Past Division Commander Stevens it was 
voted that the incoming Council procure a silver cross for 
our retiring Commander, Everett H. Lynds. 

On motion by Past Division Commander Lynds the En- 
campment came to an adjournment at 6.25 o’clock p. m., 
after a motion had been carried accepting the records as taken 
by the stenographer (Jacob W. Powell of Camp 19. Clinton), 


the printed proceedings to be distributed within sixty days, 
as usual. 


Approved. * 
f Evererr H. Lynps, 


Division Commander. 


Attest: Raymonp H. Smiru, 


Division Secretary. 
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BANQUET 
Tuesday Evening, February 13, 1906 


A brilliant gathering of Sons of Veterans and guests characterized 
the annual banquet in the splendid dining hall of the Quincy House, on 
Brattle street. After ample justice had been done to the excellent menu, 
Division Commander Everett H. Lynds introduced His Excellency, 
Curtis Guild, Jr., Governor of Massachusetts, to commence the “feast 
of reason and flow of soul,” which continued. for three delightful hours. 


HIS EXCELLENCY, CURTIS GUILD, JR. 


GOVERNOR OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


Governor Guild was received with hearty applause and three cheers, 
after which he spoke as follows: 

Mr. Commander and Gentlemen: I thank you for your MEY 
kindly greeting. I am extremely sorry that an unfortunate accident 
prevented me from coming here in the raiment proper for such a festive 
occasion. My Secretary, unfortunately, neglected to give me the Tes 
randum for this evening. We have had an unusually long day. I just 
left the State House a short time ago, and have not had my dinner yet; 
so I come to you just as Lam, in my working clothes. (Applause.) I have 
to go through four pardon cases before I go to bed tonight. I speak 
to you perfectly frankly, because that is the way to speak between 
friends, and you will excuse me if I retire early. I am very glad to 
come, in this informal way, and extend to you the hearty greetings of the 
Commonwealth, and a God-speed and blessing on the splendid work 
that this organization is doing for the perpetuation of the glorious mem- 
ories of the great war that turned that federation into a nation, the 
United States. (Applause.) The comrades of the old guard of the 
Grand Army are passing away as the years go by. We have one beau- 
tiful, unique American holiday, a holiday that no other nation has in 
the world, a holiday that really is what the name etymologically implies— 
a holiday—hecause it is a “holy day” consecrated to great lives, great 
services, great sacrifices in a noble cause, for if “greater loye hath no 
man than this, that a man lay down His life for His friends,” surely 
greater patriotism hath no man than this, that he lay down his life for 
his country. (Applause and cries of “good.”) 
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We have the Society of the Cofonial Wars, the Sons of the American 
Revolution, the Sons of the Revolution, the Sons and Daughters of 
1812, and our own organization of the Spanish War Veterans, and it is 
a matter of some pride that almost every Spanish War Veteran is a Sor 
of a Veteran. (Applause.) It is well that these organizations exist to 
Keep alive the memories of these great deeds, to keep alive the Ameri- 
can ideal that a country lives not by self-seeking, but by the self-sacrifice 
of the individual citizen. (Applause.) This spirit, your patriotic organiza- 
tions do their best to promote. You have seen one splendid instance of 
it this year. 

Unfortunately, I am unable to join your ranks. My own dear father 
was rejected when he offered himself as a volunteer, owing to defective 
eyesight, so he had to do his best in the Sanitary Commission, and im 
the War Committee of the City of Boston, to see that the boys at the 
front lacked. for nothing. (Applause.) I remember, as a little child, 
three or four years old (the first distinct memory that I have of any na- 
tional event), of having a black and white rosette pinned on my little 
frock by that father on the day when that great brave President was 
taken from the United States, and I saw my father cry. It was the first 
time I had ever seen a man cry, and the impression on my little child- 
ish mind went so deep that it has never since gone away, of the awful 
loss our country suffered at that time. I think it is a beautiful, a splen- 
did thing, that a Son of a Veteran, a Massachusetts Son of a Veteran, 
1s responsible for the fact that the life of that great President is specifi- 
cha Nee now and evermore in Massachusetts on the day of 
teed end ae with the celebration of Lincoln Day is forever to be 

ah es old Massachusetts name of Webster. (Applause.) 
Taeateaten sane take my leave, wishing for your organization the 
demcon on eecyes, that it may keep alive in Massachusetts, not 
ainiwetne eS 0 d peers, not the memory of old quarrels, but cer- 
aul Nein iii ry ¢ success nobly won, fortunately won for South 
iis iGo above all, of the great sacrifices of those boys in 
cian eee Gee their lives that the United States might first be- 
aa te Rea en Ereat industrial nation, and finally, what she is 
spines See among the nations of the earth. (Prolonged 

ng as Governor Guild took his departure.) 


Division 
: N Commanver Lyxvs:—About four months ago, I, with 
several other Brothers w: 


5 ho are pre. i had the privilege 
of attending the Seon present here tonight, had the privilege 


al Encampment of the Sons of Veterans 


Gettysburg, a 5 : se 
oa ah a and one of the pleasant features of that gathering was when 
Pictures taken in a group. In looking over that picture, I 


noticed a brother standin: 


upon the top steps of the tower looking down 
upon those whom he reso 


would soon command. It gives me great pleas 

s and. sives a ‘asure 
to prese 5 z . eg eS y 
Present to you Commander-in-Chief Harley V. Speelman. 
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HARLAN V. SPEELTIAN, of Cincinnati, Ohio 
Commander-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A. 


Commander Lynds, Commander-in-Chief Tanner, Members of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, and Fellow Members of the Sons of 
Veterans: This occasion is unlike the story that I heard told at Gettys- 
burg concerning Daniel of Biblical fame. The story I take to be authen- 
tic, because it was vouched for by a member of the Gettysburg en 
«campment, from Massachusetts. (Laughter.) It was told that, as Daniel 
sat in the den among the lions, surrounded by his friends with blanched 
faces who every moment expected him to be devoured, his face on that 
occasion bore a very pleasant smile of contentment. Finally one of these 
friends, this member of the Massachusetts Division, submitted the in- 
quiry: “Daniel, why, under these conditions, are you so contented and 
happy?” his reply was this, “Well, there is this satisfaction at least, that 
after the feast is over, I will not be called upon to make a speech.” 
(Laughter.) 

It hardly seems fair or proper that the program should be disar- 
ranged, for you will notice that Commander-in-Chief Tanner occupies 
the first place on this program, and that is as it ought to be. As for 
myself, as a loyal Son, and I know that I voice the sentiments of 
every Brother here, under all circumstances and at all times we want to 
be the followers of our fathers (applause), and we are proud of the 
distinction and the privilege and the opportunity of knowing that we 
have this heritage given to us by the services and the sacrifices of those 
heroes who fought for the preservation of this Union and the mainte- 
nance of its institutions. 

The subject which has been assigned to me is that of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief. If I were to respond fittingly to that toast, I might 
say that the present occupant of that position is too full for utterance, 
and sit down; and I expect that, by consulting my timepiece, it would 
also meet with the approval of the brothers here, if I would sit down, and 
we would then have the opportunity of listening to this “feast of reason 
and flow of soul” that we know is to follow on this progtam. 

One suggestion or two, Brothers. I want to take this opportunity, 
in the name of the order of which we are members and of which I 
happen to be the executive head, of expressing to that grand old hero 
who honors us with his presence here tonight (Corporal James Tanner, 
Commander-in-Chief of our parent organization), I want to express to 
him, in your name, our deep and full sense of appreciation, full apprecia- 
tion, for all the many kind expressions and good acts that he has 
given in behalf of our organization. (Applause and cheers.) He has re- 
sponded to every request that has been made, as you all know, and I 
know from experience, from letters that I have received from com= 
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rades alf over this country, that the expressions to which he has giver 
utterance in our behalf have resulted in many instances in the organiza- 
tion of camps, and in the strengthening of those already in existence; 
and I want to thank him here publicly, the first opportunity that I have 
had, in your name and in the name of the order of the Sons of Veterans 
throughout the country, for these many good things that he has done for 
us. (Applause. ) 

As an organization, we have a duty to perform that is not an empty 
handed one. We have a work to do given to us by our fathers, and 
we are pledged to do it in their name and in the name of the services 
and sacrifices they have made; and I hope that none of us will be so 
forgetful that we will at any time fail to discharge that duty that is in- 
cumbent upon us as dutiful Sons and as members of the order of Sons of 
Veterans. (Applause.) I hold, and I believe I am right, that it is in- 
cumbent upon every young man who is eligible to membership in this 
organization of ours, to affiliate himself therewith. (Applause.) He owes 
it not only as a duty to his father, but he owes it as a patriotic citizen 
to this great union of ours. 

Sometimes we hear criticisms of meetings of this kind and charac- 
but in my judgment it is not only our right but it is our duty to 
meet as Sons of Veterans and as patriotic American citizens, to com- 
memorate and revere the deeds and the memories of those heroes who 
fought in the holiest war that this world has ever known. (Applause. ) 
T have no disposition to wave the bloody shirt, but there are some things 
that are oceurring and have occurred to my notice that I think are de- 
Serving of criticism. We have no disposition to refer in an unpleasant 
way to the “lost cause.” Recently there was held in my native city a 
Bee ae who organized and styled themselves the Daughters 
Ss; areal hae efacy, 1 noticed that some of the newspapers of that 
WER ot? Gi Laine gave their columns in great space, and that por- 
ialgeign te Be i Moats) were given who sang the sweet songs of 
anaes on +f eae co) me that it was fitting and proper for some 
and “Rally iRed gee Three Cheers for the Red, White and Blue, 
you, my comrades, ir he Flag.” (Applause.) Let it be remembered that 
ades, in that great contest, were everlastingly and eternally 


right, and that they were j c a 
¥ were just as everla y and eternally w 
(Applause.) Just as everlastingly and eternally wrong. 


I want to Congratulate the divi 
progress you 
gratulate you 
attendance of 


ter, 


ion of Massachusetts on the splendid 
are making in the interest of our order. I want to con- 
upon this splendid assemblage here tonight, ‘and the strong 
that will fe ae which is indicative of the good results 
Your ofiters cents a splendid efforts that are being put forth by 
‘upon the Rey, membership. I want to congratulate you also 
3 Se hat membership. We are past the days when we 
were called “kids;” we are out of our swaddling clothes (laughter) ; we 
are now men, and we are formed into an organization of men; and let 
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it forever be impressed upon our minds that it is our duty, as a part of 
the proud heritage that we possess, to see that the memory of these old 
heroes is always revered and kept green. Let us see that, on each re- 
curring 30th of May, we march out to the silent cemeteries and perform 
the duties that are incumbent upon us as Sons of Veterans and American 
citizens. Let us fulfil every obligation that is incumbent upon us as loyal 
sons of patriotic fathers. Then, and not until then, will our duty be 
performed and the mission of our order be fulfilled. We have a mission; 
let us see to it that it is performed and rightly performed. Let us see to 
it as loyal American citizens, that the old flag, the most beautiful emblem 
that floats over any country, is always kept to the forefront (cries of 
“good”), the flag that has never been furled in defeat or dishonor, and 
never been unfurled in disgrace, the flag that has been carried home, at 
the end of each struggle, without a stain, except the stains of the blood 
of the patriots who carried it, and which now floats over the greatest 
nation on earth, without a stripe riven from its folds and without a star 
plucked from its constellation. (Applause.) 

Our parent organization, the Grand Army of the Republic, the 
grandest army the world has even known, let us fulfil the duty which 
comes to us as their sons, and, as an organization, let us see to it that 
the duty imposed upon us shall be loyally and faithfully discharged. j 

Now I am not going to detain you any longer. I want to take this 
opportunity to thank you personally for this most cordial greeting, and 
to wish for you, iti your encampment now and for the years to come, 
the greatest success in all your efforts. Let us see to it, as I have said 
before, that these duties that lie near us, given to us not by family name 
but through the heroic services of patriotic fathers, are honestly, loyally 
and rightfully discharged. ‘ 

I thank you for your attention. I again thank the Commander-in- 
Chief of the Grand Army for his presence here tonight and for the en- 
couragement that he has given to us in the workthat wehavetodo. Ihope 
that I may see all of my old friends, even the one who witnessed Daniel 
in the lion’s den, at Peoria, Ill, and at all of the future encampments 
of the Commander-in-Chief, I hope that on future occasions I may 
have the opportunity, the privilege and pleasure of meeting and holding 


happy reunion with you at the time of your annual encampments. 
(Applause. ) 


CORPORAL JAMES TANNER, of Washington, D. C. 
Commander-in-Chief of the-Grand Army of the Republic. 


Commander-in-Chief Tanner was received with most enthusiastic 


applause and cheers as he arose to respond to the kindly introduction of 
Division Commander Lynds, and spoke as follows: 


Division Commander Lynch, Commander-in-Chief Speelman and 
Boys (a voice, “That's the stuff”): Let me say to you, with my first 
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breath, that I am not here tonight for your enlightenment; I am here for 
my own enjoyment. (Applause.) Early in the evening I told the Ladies 
of the Grand Army of the Republic that, when we left them, we were 
going to pay our respects to the Daughters of Veterans, and I told them 
frankly that then we were going to the Quincy House for a night with 
the boys. And I want to say right here that, so fully am I surcharged 
with that spirit, I am going to stay here tonight till the last gun is fired. 
Now I have read my toast, the Grand Army of the Republic, but 
when my hair was black and my brow was unfurrowed, I had sweet 
communion with a dear old friend who was a prince of orators, Henry 
Ward Beecher. He said to me once, as we sat alone in my office: “You 
go to a great many affairs, and if you are not on the set toast list I 
novice that you are generally called upon for something, and I want to 
give you a pointer.” I said: “Mr. Beecher, you can undoubtedly give 
me a few thousand, I suppose.” “But I have one specific point in view 
just now.” I answered, “I am all attention; what is it?” He says: 
‘You are called upon without any notice, and a sentiment given you, 
or you get to the banquet and you look over the toast list and then you 
ae learn what you are expected to speak to.” He went on to say that 
ie as to be a success on that occasion, it would be well for me 
tiny ca ae was uppermost in my heart. He complimented me 
seeaie " a read and keep up with the affairs of the day, and it 1s 
is ey Shee ble that what is uppermost in your heart is commanding 
al. ae aa of your community and your whole section.” He 
ieee are hag ey to your hosts, of course, mention your toast 

ee down. Laughter.) 
ice eee Sai nature of the years and the impairment of 
mote fee ae ENE taken time by the forelock and have mentioned 
ironic CRAB aH but I want to say very frankly that if any of this 
meimene) see ey he ae come down here with me tonight (great 
Bes eae a tare am going to stand here, in no inconsiderable 
ainughaly pce eo wings on their shoulders tonight, they are 
tonight than these old ; a boys are a mighty sight more in my mind 
IDF Ieee, Thee ay € LAE I just called the attention of my friend, 
fellow dew Ente Sai peer ene to this one line that Sart of pulls a 
AanualDineeese ae a sets him thinking a little, “Twenty-fourth 
Neaiyay gees : assachusetts Division of the Sons of Veterans.” 
together imltiasoeee ay gone by since the boys have gathered 
i onsyodnthetaes pea maed and had these campfires. That nails 
Now! Chase ae A aughter), and you may as well realize it. 
aie ate ee eee nds referred to a little thing that came up and 
‘Vidteranet Anite od i See half a dozen, I think, of the Sons of 
cau iene introd luced in Congress which, as it read, forbade 
Well, Teneweane om Putting on the uniform; absolutely forbade it. 
? wed it to my Adjutant General, Colonel Treedale, and he 
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looked it over, and then he smiled, not to say grinned. “Well,” he said, 
“I suppose you go into action on this” (laughter), and I was pretty 
well stirred. I didn't mean anything by it, but I said, “Yes, d—n quick.” 
I wrote a note to the member of Congress who introduced that bill, and 
I called his attention to it, and said that, until I had it over his own 
signature, I should decline to believe that he meant to rap at the Sons of 
Veterans in that way. Then I wrote another note to another member, 
a Grand Army man, an Aide on my staff, and I said: “Here is where 
I draft you into service. Go and see the introducer of this bill. I think 
he must be mistaken; I think it is inadvertence; but if he means it, 
just keep me posted and get me a hearing before that committee, for we 
will move on the Capitol and have a hot tussle of it if necessary.” 
Well, I was right. Let me ‘do no injustice. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania who had introduced that bill had totally overlooked the 
fact that it struck at you boys, and he was perfectly sincere, and, like 
Davy Crocket’s coon, he came right down and amended his own bill 
just as we asked, and it was written in the bill specifically excepting the 
Sons of Veterans, so that there could not be any mistake or cause for 
misunderstanding. (Applause.) ‘Then he withdrew the old bill, and in- 
troduced the new one, and that is going through, for his object was @ 
good one, to prevent the uniform from desecration. 

I am enjoying myself mightily over here in Massachusetts. I think 
it was in this same room that we met three years ago, and the sweet 
incense of that communion with you young fellows has never departed 
from my heart. I do not like to dwell too much in the past, there was 
too much blood and too much suffering in it. I could envy you boys 
your youth if it was not for one thing, that, if I was a youth like you, 
I would not possess those rich and treasured memories which are our 
glory and our halo, and have been our benison all through life. Let 
me say to you while your officials are referring in such complimentary 
terms to the manner in which we who were the young men of 1861 
tried to measure up to the duty that confronted us, and while you are 
mentioning so splendidly what we endured in order that you might sit 
here tonight, all of us citizens of the United States of America, that 
there is a duty which is as pronouncedly before you as ever confronted 
us. The call of duty comes as loud today as it did in 1861. It does not 
come now from the glistening trumpet, nor by the roll of the drum, nor 
by the shriek of the fife, but it comes nevertheless. It is a call to pure 
life, to higher thinking, to an arraignment of men on the side of right. 
Is there not need of it? Has not the moral conscience of this country 
been shocked unutterably? In the last few months has it not been 
demonstrated to us by the lifting of the lid in certain quarters, of a 
moral degradation that is simply damnable? We have come front 
face, all of a sudden, with the mighty difference between character and 
reputation, for we have seen reputations innumerable of those who stood 
apparently among the highest and the most honored, and we have seen 
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them suddenly stripped of their disguise and exposed to the critical eyes 
of honest men until the wearers of those reputations have shrunk and 
shrivelled and descended into a poverty compared to which Lazarus in 
his lowest state was a multi-millionaire, and, if you carry the compari- 
son further, William M. Tweed was a philanthropist and a gentleman 
of the highest honor. (Laughter and applause.) 

This nation will never be permanently injured in the shock of battle 
—never! (Applause.) We may meet with repulse, temporary defeat, in 
a shock of arms in the future, but in whatever contests come in the 
future, when that contest is closed Old Glory will float as high as ever 
and the eagle be just as fierce as he ever was. (Applause.) ‘The only 
danger to this nation is the danger which the history of all time teaches 
tackles every form of government first or last; it is the danger that 
corroded and corrupted Greece and Rome, and made them memorable 
in the history of the present time only by reason of their magnificent 
ruins. It is moral corruption that can destroy not only the greatest 
individual character, but the mightiest form of government this nation or 
the world has ever dreamed of. There is danger in the near future of a 
conflict of arms. It is no secret that this night the trains are rushing 
aad Bae hurrying supplies to the Pacific coast where they 
Ste ee puipped to foreign soil. There is danger of a collision, 
Bee ae pee wonuihcation to us old veterans to know that if the 
Secitel ag again we cannot get into it, IT want to say to every 
aseahas ae i of the Sons of Veterans that we have not the slight- 
sunicnee ae x en sons of ours may battle in the future they will go 
ee Aa ae lendid an exhibition of nerve as these old veterans ever 
enyiises aa of their lives. ‘There is no taffy in that, young 
ty Boetbat ee ane compliment to you, but it goes back of you and it 
Rea ee hier: presen jose we have that American mothers do not 
ricoh Ger eae ae Ss (Applause. ) And let me say to you that if the 
uerie weiss a Se you put on the uniform in dead earnest and 

Warfare and go out into the conflicts of the battle- 


field, then y. i A 

, you w 

c you will realize as no man here can portray to you, what 
woman means in the home. 


I said to the ladi ' 
S ad + y * y 
has been | les tonight, and I repeat it to you, that this nation 


ecole Guo operations of the Spanish war. We have been 
the gun,” but ther er of our artillery and applauding “the man behind 
esas te 1s something back of that, and, speaking for my 
BenineitHe eat is Ke ne you that “the woman behind the man who is 
With hiaiironee ery force to reckon with. (Applause.) No man 
aut aaie acta eas lapel tonight but what can call readily to 
of it; the PAE ae eye, and choke his throat a little if he thinks 
Siviesspanetaee Sete tie renewed courage that came to him in the 
Romie: -/Shersusiaee ‘ays of soldier life when the letters came from 

4 s y a one of us would have shown the white feather 
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smuch more than we ever did if it had ‘not been for the thought what “she” 
would have thought. “She” may have meant mother, sister or sweet- 
theart, but in every case it was a woman, the best gift God ever gave to 
‘man next to the plan of divine salvation. (Applause.) So as you are 
the sons of American mothers, as you are the sons of fathers of patriotic 
lineage, we do not come here with the thought that there is any neces- 
sity that we should exhort you to stand up to the front line of duty. 
We know you will do it, and we know that, proud as was the record 
‘we were privileged to write for the unity of the country and the honor 
and glory of the flag, you will bear it just as far and float it as high 
and stand as firmly for all that is involved in it as we ever did in 
our lives. 

You are going to see in the natural course of your lives, tremendous 
development in this country, so that whea you reach our age you will 
look back as we look back to what we have seen developed in this land. 
You are going to see a progress in this lati, a development of its mighty 
resources that will make these days of prosperity seem almost days of 
pauperism compared to what will be accomplished in your later period 
of life. I want to say to you, boys, that when we come to lie down at 
last, “in those tents whose curtains never outward swing,” we are going 
with the full consciousness on our minds as we pass to the other shore, 
that it is becoming to us to pass away modestly, for we leave the affairs 
of this nation for the future (I speak in a general sense) in the hands 
of the generation that is coming after us, who by Treason of the fact 
that they have had larger opportunities than we have had are of more 
general intelligence than we, were. I chose my words, and I mean it. 
So you will pardon us considering what we did, considering what 
occurred when we played our part on the stage of life when that awful 
tragedy was set upon that stage upon which the curtain only fell after 
four bloody years at Appomatox, and when we consider who and what 
we saw who have come along the years since then, you will excuse us 
if we thank our God that we lived in the days when we did, and that 
the trouble came in our time, and that we were privileged to see you 
ushered upon the stage of life with peace and prosperity in the land, 
happiness throughout, the flag secure, the constitution and the union 
preserved inviolate, and this nation standing in the forefront of the 
world, a world power in the best sense of the word, for the nations 
of the earth who had thought a short time ago that the American 
people had gone mad in the race for the dollar, suddenly woke up to 
the fact that we had as high ideals, and, if they would confess it, they 
know that we have higher ideals than any of the rotten or rottening 
monarchies of the old world. 

I sat the other night in an assemblage where two things occurred 
which made a tremendous impression upon my mind. he souvenirs of 
the occasion were miniature ballot boxes. I saw a gray headed man, 
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a gray bearded ambassador of that great empire which is rocking to the 
very verge of destruction today with internecine troubles; I saw him 
lift that souvenir and proceed to tell us that he was happy to say that 
there was every prospect that the people of the empire he represented at 
the seat of the American government would in all human probability 
soon be expressing their will upon public matters through the channel 
of the ballot box which they would undoubtedly copy from this great 
republic of ours. Fifteen minutes afterwards the ambassador of the 
three and one-half year old republic of Cuba was on his feet, and in 
his hand he held his souvenir ballot box and exultingly proclaimed that, 
while he represented there the youngest government on the face of 
the earth, his people were already exercising the power of the ballot 
copied from this republic of the United States. I went out from that 
Presence that night a little prouder that I was an American citizen than 
ever before, and I did not limp quite as painfully as I had when I 
came in. 
eee the subject is illimitable ; it tempts a man to go on and pro- 
a houghts without limitation, but there are others, and I am 
so much in love with the sound of my own voice as you might 


thi s 
aeneee I sum it all up when I say, God bless you every one. 


GUY A. HAM 


Assistant U. S. District Attorney. 


a Sere a Lynds and Brother Sons of Veterans : as would not 
RM eeeas as break with any spirit of levity that feeling that I am 
Pera ne ee oe of every Brother as he listened to the eloquent 
Rolvaul concerns BG guest of the evening. I have been asked to speak 
sider, my pee A Heritage.” Have you paused to think and con- 
iitaitges al ee at that heritage means? It means the blessed 
‘elec peal ee citizenship, honorable and honored | because of 
Hee, secs ese feared Telics.” (Applause. ) It will not avail. 
review ithe ave ae ct together on occasions of this description to 
have passed beyond pas of their lives and their comrades who 
to complete tei ae oy fails to inspire within our hearts the desire 
Cidio isin wee pages by the work that we perform in behalf 
tion’ dst ieearest o Tabored to save. Every day, every genera- 
goveraeaae eee ves em of government. The problem of their 
treastirelanen ait a Seneration was solved with blood and with 
generated: Breas of this generation must be solved by a re- 
heritage thaueye puablic conscience, and that, my friends, is the 
ia whieh wet Eee # hour transmit to you. There is a conquest 
mentioned ai 4 D st enlist, a conquest which the commander has 
2 conquest, that, briefly, I would picture to you. 
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The year 1905 will long be remembered. in American history because 
of the startling disclosures that were made in the business and politi- 
cal world. Men who had hitherto moved in the highest circles of 
society, who had been honored. by their fellowmen in business and 
in politics alike, were suddenly discovered unworthy of that great 
confidence, and a shameless betrayal of sacred, trust was suddenly re- 
vealed to the American people and to the world as well. In the politi- 
cal field we likewise discovered that legislators and public officials had 
betrayed their trust and defrauded the government and the people alike. 
Men who would scorn to take a mean advantage of their friends and 
neighbors were found guilty of violating the laws of the land and of 
depriving thousands of men and women of that which was rightfully 
theirs; nay, went further and, by the dishonor of legislators, secured 
advantages denied to their fellow citizens. Leading financiers were 
indicted and many of them have pleaded guilty to violating the laws 
of the land in the attempt, by combination or conspiracy, to ruin their 
competitors, their fellow American citizens, in the endeavor to extort 
an unjust profit from their fellowmen and to increase the number of 
their millions. There is, my brothers, but one term descriptive of these 
evils that have been pictured in American society today, and that term 
is plain dishonesty, and had that dishonesty been permitted to con- 
tinue to exist without protest, without hindrance, it would, as has 
well been said, have proven a menace to the very foundations of gov- 
ernment. The principle of government, thé principle for which our 
fathers fought, is found in the closing lines of that great instrument 
drawn up by the Pilgrim Fathers in the little cabin of the “Mayflower” 
before they touched their feet to this great soil, and that principle 
is, “We bind ourselves together for the common good.” hat principle 
cannot long endure if by the bribery of public and private officials, cer- 
tain individuals are to secure an unjust advantage over their fellow- 
men, ‘That principle cannot long endure if unscrupulous public officials 
seizing the reins of government run governmental affairs for their own 
private advantage and gain. This dishonesty has affected every Ameri- 
can citizen. They have been obliged to pay an increased tax, or an 
increased price for the necessities of life, and many a man with honest 
purpose has been driven to unscrupulous methods to meet the dis- 
honesty of his competitors; yea, what is more, that dishonesty has 
reached its hand almost beyond the grave and has deprived many thou- 
sands of widows and orphan children of that competence which the 
father endeavored to accumulate for his loved ones on that fatal day 
when he should be with them no more. ¢ 

There is one cure, however, for all these evils in American society, 
and that cure is represented in that commanding figure of the civil 
war, Abraham Lincoln. (Applause.) ‘That cure, my friends, is honesty 
of purpose. As a people, as a nation, we are not pessimistic, but op- 
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timistic in the extreme, and that very optimism, perhaps, has Ied us to 
ignore evils until they became so obnoxious as to compel our attentiom 
and consideration; but thanks be to God that the American people 
have shown a desire and possess the moral stamina as represented by 
these Sons of Veterans, to stamp out the existence of these plague 
spots and purge them ‘fill they are clean again. Already we behold 


evidences of moral regeneration throughout the Iand. Public officials 
have appeared, backed by an honesty of purpose and courage of 


conviction, who have declared that the laws shall be administered for 
the benefit of all the people, and, sirs, much of the credit for that 
Tegeneration is due to that great President, Theodore Roosevelt, who 
has insisted upon honesty in the public service, and has declared that 
every American, whether at home or abroad, is entitled to a square: 
deal. (Applause.) This, my friends, is the conquest of today; this 
is the opportunity to display the privileges of that heritage which has 
been transmitted to you. As has been well said this evening, if you 
fail in that conquest, the history of the world, the history of the ages 
Past teaches us that that failure would be disastrous in the extreme. 

It is well for us on these occasions, as we consider these great 


Problems of today, to commune with the great Spirit and with the 
spirit that is alive today as represented by these veterans of the civil 
war. We cannot point to each and every one, and I therefore hold 
up to you tonight their great champion, the champion of the Americar 
People, as the best illustration and pattern of American citizenship. 
He was loved by the great mass of the people, and is cherished in 
us memory because of his humanity, his love for his fellowmen 
sagas infinite tenderness of spirit. He is the best illustration of the 
ee Presented to the humblest citizen to acquire distinction in 
a Sreat republic. Born in an humble cabin in the wilderness, his birth 
anecralded by any of that regal splendor and rejoicing that accom- 
Bee birth of heirs to the royal thrones of Europe, he yet lived to 
de rons men and the ruler of a princely people. Unlike the 
Renae Apa monarchs of the world, his death brought suffering and 
excliaites Gen thousands throughout the world. Well might they 
langle Re, looked on that bleeding piece of earth, “Thou art the 
is aie a ee noblest man that ever lived in the tide of time; woe 
succeerTR eae shed this costly blood!’ He lived to assist in the 
endeaseey a ae of that great war. Had he lived je would have 
Ber 0 heal the wounds caused by that civil strife. The flight 

me has accomplished what he undoubtedly would have endeavored 
ee Deople rejoicing in happiness and prosperity, well may the 
ane a generation sing in their exultation and their joy: “How 

and, my friends, as we look abroad throughout our reunited 
country and its position of magnificence amongst the nations of the 
Beautitul vals serch tabernacles; what people, alas, is like unto thee? 
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Peace be within thy palaces, and joy within thy gates. The high 
places are thine, and there shall they dwell incessantly, and proudly and 
securely!” Long may that spirit of honor inspire the American people. 
Though he and his comrades are passing into eternity, may it never 
be to the eternity of oblivion. Let us with them uplift the righteous, 
denounce the vicious, and dethrone from power all those who by their 
own dishonor would undermine the foundations of the republic that 
Lincoln and his boys in blue labored to sustain. 


“Let no man live to taste this land’s increase 

‘That would by treason wound this fair land’s peace. 

Now civil wounds are healed, peace lives again 

That she may long revere, God save. Amen!” (Applause.) 


JOHN E. GILMAN 
Past Department Commander, Massachusetts G. A. R. 


Commander and Sons: It seems as if there would never be any 
end to the surprises that are coming to me. I came here tonight in 
the character of a “relic,” knowing that relics are apt to be silent and 
voiceless. I cannot be silent, however, in this presence, listening, as I 
have, to some of the finest orations that ever fell on my ears. I must 
stand up here and express my own personal thanks for being permitted 
to be a listener to such orators. It will do us all good, boys, this ex- 
perience of tonight; we will go home and we will take those words 
with us, and we will weigh them carefully over in our minds and, 
please God, we will all profit by them. We will not forget the words of 
our Commander-in-Chief; we will not forget the words of your Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and we will surely not forget the inspired words of 
this great young orator (Guy A. Ham) who sits at this table. 
(Applause.) 

I will not attempt to make a speech here tonight after what you 
have heard. I do not want to say, however, dear boys, how glad I am 
to be with you and how glad I am to see you collected in such goodly 
numbers. I like to hear your voices; they are young, fresh, resonant; 
they remind me, and they remind my comrades, of the voices we had 
forty years ago when we gave three cheers for the sainted man whose 
memory you have heard revered here tonight, blessed Abraham Lincoln. 
(Applause.) Our voices are growing weaker with the advance of 
years. Our limbs falter a little and our shoulders are bent more than 
they were when we were your age, but, O, boys, our hearts—our 
hearts that carried us over so many battlefields from 1861 to 1865, the 
hearts that bore us up through so many vicissitudes, the hearts that car- 
ried us onto the firing line and up to the cannon’s mouth, those hearts 
are still in our bodies, warm, pulsating, beating with the same vim, 
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with the same life, as they beat then, hearts that have at interest the 
same country for which we fought and gave our lives for its salvation,— 
those hearts are still warm, my boys, just as warm as yours, Just as 
fond of the country as they ever were, and they are just as apprecia- 
tive of the Sons of Veterans. q 

I am very glad indeed to see the Massachusetts Division show in 
such good numbers before my Commander-in-Chief, for I want him 
to leave the shores of the old Bay State with a good impression of our 
Sons of Veterans. I want him when he goes to the other states, to tell 
them there what a magnificent spectacle he witnessed here tonight in 
the old Quincy House, and what inspiring words he listened to. I want 
him to tell those men in the far distant West where he is to go shortly, 
that he came from “the effete East,” and that he found here men who 
were anything but effete. (Commander-in-Chief Tanner: “T will, if 
you will sing.”) ‘Tell them, Commander-in-Chief, that the spirit that 
possessed yourself when as a boy you shouldered your gun and marched 
to meet the enemies of your country, pervades the breasts of these young 
men here tonight, and that, should the occasion ever arise, that another 
Abraham Lincoln stands on the steps of the White House to reach 
out to the loyal states a call for three hundred thousand more, the 
young men of Massachusetts would furnish the three hundred thousand 
without going into another state. (Applause.) Those are the kind 
of Sons of Veterans that we have in Massachusetts, and don’t wonder, 
Commander-in-Chief, that I and my comrades are proud of them. 
I thank God I have two members of the Sons of Veterans in my family, 
(applause), and they are imbued with the same spirit that we are. 

I Temember in 1898 when they were raising a Sons of Veterans 
Tegiment, and I was made one of the committee to help raise that 
regiment. Our boys in Roxbury called a mass meeting of the Sons. 
I stood on the stage of the Dudley street opera house and made ‘an 
impassioned appeal to the young men to stand by the record their 
fathers had made, and not put to shame their fathers who believed in 
them and loved them. I made an appeal to them to come forward and 
Dut their names down to enlist for the honor of our country, for the 
honor of our flag and for the purifying of down-trodden humanity. 
Well, there were other speakers there, and they made appeals, and 
finally a call was given to them to come down, and it seemed as if 
everybody in that hall stood on their feet. Well, while I was speaking 
on the stage, I looked down and saw my two sons and my nephew 
and a chum of theirs, four Harvard men, sitting together, and a 
thought ran through my mind, ‘They have come down to hear Dad 
speak; presently they will go away and go home.” Well, when they 
rose to their feet, this great audience, to sign their names, we fellows 
on the stage began to congratulate ourselves and shook hands with 
each other and we said, “Why, what influence we have with the 


go 


2 


to 


young men of the present day.” We were mighty glad. All at once 
I.looked down the left aisle, and I stood there stock still and clenched 
my teeth and my fist. I turned pale and could not speak, and a great 
lump came into my throat. Comrade Olin on the other side of the 
stage noticed me there and he ran across the stage, and said, “John, 
John, what’s the matter, what’s the matter?” I couldn’t answer him, 
I could just point, and as he looked down in the aisle he saw my sons, 
my nephew and their chum coming down to sign their names to enlist 
to fight for their country, and Olin was taken the same way as I was— 
a lump came into his throat and he couldn’t speak, for all at once he 
realized that his son was a chum of my sons, and that what they did 
he must naturally do, and he would be deprived of his son as I was of 
mine. O, boys, then it was that I realized for the first time in my life 
the sufferings that our fathers and mothers endured from ’61 to ’65, 
when they saw their dear sons leaving home to risk their lives at the 
seat of war. I spoke to my sons afterward and said to them, “Boys, 
of course, I have got nothing to say; I can’t say anything, but it does 
seem to me that you might have waited for a greater emergency and let 
some of the other fellows go our first.” They were very cool and col- 
lected, and all they said to me was, “Father, there was no other course 
for us to pursue, considering the lessons we have been receiving from 
our cradle up to the present time.” (Applause.) 

I relate this incident because I believe, looking into your faces here 
tonight, that were our country in peril at any time, were we assailed 
by any foreign power, the same appeal would reach your hearts and you 
would be ready to sign the muster roll, shoulder your gun and fight 
for the country and the dear old flag just as your fathers did more 
than forty years ago. (Applause.) Boys, that is the confidence that I 
have in you. I have confidence not only in your bravery, not only in 
your patriotism, T have confidence in your honesty, in your good citi- 
zenship, and to that honesty and that good citizenship I say to Brother 
Ham, “Look, there is the salvation of our country, the honesty, the 


conscience, the good citizenship of the Sons of Veterans of these great 
United States.” (Applause.) 


W. A. WEBSTER, of Camp 51 


Member of Massachusetts House of Representatives. 


Representative W. A. Webster was introduced by Division Com- 
mander Lynds as “one who fathered the bill making Lincoln Day a 
state holiday.” Mr. Webster was cordially greeted, and said: 

* Commander and Comrades: No greater reward can fall upon my 
shoulders than the kind reception you have given to me this evening. 
If any efforts of mine contributed to make the memory of Abraham 
Lincoln dearer to the American people, the fact that the people of 
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Massachusetts appreciate it by applauding me on this first public appear- 
ance after that, is sufficient gratification to any man who has endeavored 
to do his best to revere the memory of a sainted hero. No words of 
mine can add to your appreciation of that great man, born under the 
most lowly conditions on the frontier of the country, without any 
advantages whatsoever that come through civilization, without an edu- 
cation such as is within the reach of all our boys and girls. This 
young man grew up without books, without newspapers, without asso- 
ciations such as we all have, and though he made the most of his 
opportunities, he is the very embodiment of the fact, that opportunity 
means everything when that opportunity is presented in America. If a 
young man under the great disadvantages that he labored under can 
rise to the position of supreme greatness, not only as an executive, but 
in the hearts of his countrymen, what can we who have drank in the 
fruits of experience and knowledge do in our turn, if opportunity 
presents? 

Abraham Lincoln’s genius was not the genius that comes from en- 
cyclopaedic learning or historical knowledge; his genius was the su- 
Preme genius of common sense. The common sense of the American 
people was never manifested more strongly than when he was put in in 
the most trying period of our history. It is often said, “How is it that 
this man, born under such conditions, without advantages, could have 
risen to such heights?” No one can adequately answer that question. 
Many have tried to do so, but all have failed. It may be that he 
Was inspired from above to do that mighty work. And yet if we follow 
his whole career, we find that he was ever fired with one purpose, and 
that was the good of the people and the welfare of his country. When 
Stephen A. Douglass, then the greatest man in the North, a United 
States Senator from Illinois, a powerful orator, a man who was looked 
up to by the people as a whole,—introduced into the United States 
Senate the Kansas-Nebraska resolutions, which in effect repudiated the 
Missouri Compromise, that went back upon the traditional policy that 
was outlined by our forefathers and that stated the inhabitants of any 
state or territory could themselves determine whether slavery should 
be permitted in it or not, the people of the North were aroused. They 
saw that strange things were going on that must be checkmated. The 
time had come for a man to present himself. It was a time when 
men were needed, and one man to lead the men. It was on that occa- 
sion, in 1854, when Stephen A. Douglass was called upon to make a 
defence of his attitude at the great fair held at Springfield, where for 
three hours, he held a vast audience entranced by his eloquence and 
convinced by his reasoning, that the people of Illinois who did not sym- 
pathize with the South and who realized that the liberties of this coun- 
try were at stake, turned as one man to Abraham Lincoln as the fitting 
champion of their cause and the one man to answer these apparently 
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‘irresistible argumerits of Douglass. ‘The very next day, Lincoln stepped 
forth on the stage at Springfield, Illinois, and in the presence of eighteen 
‘or twenty thousand people, answered, step by step, the arguments 
radvanced by Douglass, and the people of ‘the North realized that there 
‘had stepped forth into the arena of national politics a new figure and a 
‘man who could lead them out of the political chaos then existing. It 
‘was but two years after that the Republican Party was born. This 
‘movement was going on all over the United States, and looking at it 
from a historical standpoint tonight, we are led to believe that there 
was a unanimity of opinion backing up Abraham Lincoln in what he did. 
‘But it is stated that when Lincoln went back from the convention held 
in Bloomington, Illinois, and attempted to arouse the people of his 
cadopted city, Springfield, he could get a mass meeting of but three men 
‘to back up his resolutions. Think of it! In his own city calling a 
meeting to endorse the attitude taken by the Republican Party at that 
‘time against slavery, but three men turned out to attend the meeting; and 
yet it was but two years after that, when Doublass was called upon to 
again be a candidate for the United States Senate, Lincoln was appre* 
ciated by the people of Illinois and asked to also become a candidate 
for the United States Senate against Douglass, and then two giants (fot 
there were giants in those days) stepped forth to do battle upon the 
mightiest issues that ever beset this republic. A series of debates was 
arranged between these two great men, and the debates were held all 
over the state of Illinois. The eyes of the nation were centered upon 
these two men, On one side was the cause of the decaying South, not 
then apparent ; on the other side was the cause of the North, ever grow- 
ing in strength. Night after night they battled together, and when 
those debates came to a close, the people of the North realized that there 
was one man who understood that question better than any other man. 
The people in the East perhaps did not appreciate him until he came 
East, until he addressed one of the greatest gatherings ever held in 
New York city at the Cooper Union. The newspapers had heralded 
his coming, and the hall was packed. People came there expecting to 
see a rude and crude back-woodsman. True it was that his figure was 
ungainly, his face homely, yet when he spoke he spoke with words of 
wisdom; he spoke with the fire of a soul that believed in what he said, 
and the outcome of that speech, following those great debates in Illinois, 
stamped him as a man fit in every way to lead the Northern people 
in the time to follow. I will not recount what took place during his 
presidency. I believe those events are written upon the tables of your 
hearts, never to be effaced. Mankind reveres his memory; even school 
children are familiar with his deeds; but at this time it is entirely fit 
and proper, following so close upon his birthday, that we pause for a 
brief moment or two and ask ourselves: Are we consistently carrying 
out in our daily course of life the principles that he carried out in his 
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life? Are we fired with honesty of purpose? Do we sincerely believe 
in the different causes that we advocate? Do we try to do the best 
for our country, our city and our state? If we will pause to reflect upon 
the evils that beset our community, if we will try to remedy them, we 
can do jn a measure what he.did in completeness. If we will take the 
occasion this evening to reflect upon what he did and what the results 
of his life really mean, I think we will all be better men in every way, 
and reflecting upon the course of action outlined by him and followed 
out by him in daily experience, we can all go to bed tonight thanking 
God for the birth of Abraham Lincoln and the preservation of his life 
until his mission was accomplished. (Applause.) 


REV. H. H. MORRILL 


Of Camp 60, Holyoke. 


a a Honored Guests and Brothers : The hour is growing 
a me will be very brief. I only wish to say in the beginning that 
ae oS erone not only to be your guest, but to come after what 
ae tiie hy ee I told you then that T knew Everett H. Lynds 
Eee eae his head to the sole of his feet, and that he was 
ae aN y ‘ab of him, and he has been a dandy Commander, hasn’t 
2 Ais voice, “Yes,” and hearty applause.) 
Ree: ue ae of the slave driver was forever lifted from the 
Renan a ers of the crouching black man, and the name of 
ara in tearfully but eternally spread upon the roll of fame, 
eaaaadeeaelie ure awoke to the destiny of America and began the 
AA eens eee ee West, whose fertile prairies must be spanned by 
ae Baraat ene must be bridged, hills levelled, deserts irrigated 
of Califorathe Te to pour into the markets of the world the gold 
Bi Gham te ae re of Nevada, the copper of Montana, the salmon 
andl theveneenhct B 2 Towa, the wheat of Dakota, the cattle of Texas 
Havel Pte naGee eoese Trains speeding a thousand miles a day 
conta eeeteend eS nearer to New York than Boston was a 
within ten days y a he American is not satisfied with bringing London 
of tholO ventana a, eattle; but the wool of Australia and the spices 
ocean ingens a commerce of two hemispheres must travel over am 
andi Daceaaiite e marriage ring to unite the waters of the Atlantic 
When aneeites he great Panama Canal. (Applause.) 
weherate the Sane a member of the Sons of Veterans, he should 
inculened ae eS of the order and practice the virtues which are 
greatrepiGot Tiameae a of the golden age that is past, and from the 
at: Geteyabusepaneisia liad to the matchless speech of Abraham Lincoln 
Homa Ge tNe eae rious deeds of warlike heroes have formed the 
Phant psalm of military glory. 
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May our camps, one hundred and fifty in number, all over this state, 
be an honor and a credit to our fathers., May we feel that from 
the beetling cliffs of cold gray granite mid the rock-ribbed hills of the 
Berkshires, down to the loud resounding waves of the sea, that the name 
Sons of Veterans shall be honored and respected at home and abroad, 
and may we, as we lift our eyes from the golden dome of the State 
House in Boston and gaze up into the clear blue vault of heaven, see 
there like a star of glory resting like a crown upon the venerable brow of 
our mother, the great Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the Grand 
Army of the Republic and the Sons of Veterans, twin stars in that 
golden diadem. (Applause.) 


Presentation of Bouquet to Commander-in-Chief Tanner 


A handsome bouquet, presented by Division Commander Lynds to 
Commander-in-Chief James Tanner, in behalf of the Massachusetts 
Division, elicited the following story in response: 


Few flowers have come my way in life. I am not up on the language 
of flowers, and this catches me in a frame of mind that reminds me 
jrresistibly of an incident which occurred some little time ago in the 
city of my residence, Washington. A minister of the gospel was waited 
upon one evening by a colored couple who desired to be joined in the 
holy bonds of matrimony, and the dominie proceeded to accede to their 
request. He was quite surprised when, some months afterwards, the 
same couple appeared and asked for his services to perform the baptismal 
ceremony of christening their first-born. The proud, but happy mother 
told the dominie that she wanted the little dear given a name, she 
just couldn’t remember what it was, but it was the name of “some 
nice stone, the prettiest T ever heard.” The dominie suggested “Pearl,” 
put she said, “Pearl am mighty sweet, but, no, not that.” “Ruby?” 
“Mighty sweet name, but, no, it ain’t Ruby.” “Diamond?” “No.” 
Amethyst?) “No.” “Onyx?” “Bress God, dat am it—-Onyx, "cause 
the little dear came so Onyx-pected.” (Laughter and applause.) 


DWIGHT 0. JUDD 
Past Department Commander, G. A. R., of Massachusetts. * 


Commander Lynds, Commander-in-Chief, Members of the Sons of 
Veterans and Comrades: I am always sorry for the last man in a 
procession. He is the farthest away from the band, and nine times out 
of ten he ‘is apt to be out of step. He gets all the mud and all the 
dust (laughter), and, as a matter of fact, he is usually a subject who is 
fit for pity. 

If Daniel had on his face that smile of contentment when he realized 
that there were to be no after dinner speeches, what must be thought 
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of the’ condition of the man whose interior department is in the 
condition which mine is in at this time! I haven't had a solid meal for 
six weeks, but find myself at the foot of the list and expected to respond 
to a toast, no matter what, and to sit and listen to the flow of oratory 
which we have heard tonight, oratory of no mean sort, specimens of the 
boys of ’61, Comrades Tanner and Gilman. Gilman said he wouldn’t 
make a speech, but what would he have done if he had made one? 
Then you come down to Brother Ham, and my own young minister, 
and your Commander-in-Chief. What must be thought of the feeling 
of the man that stands up here as I do now when so many of the 
comrades are about to go to catch their trains? The hour is late, and 
many of you feel as I did one night when I was cast away in the town 
of Shelburne Falls. I had come to town on a piece of buginess from 
Colrain and landed late in the evening after the last train had gone. I 
Went to the hotel and left instructions before retiring that I wished 
to take the early morning train at half past five or thereabouts, so that 
I could get into Greenfield and get-home at eight o'clock and get to 
my office at the usual time of business. Knowing that I did not care 
to remain in Shelburne Falls until noon, or at least I could not get 
home until noon if I did not catch that train, and being very sure to leave 
a call for half past five, I retired, Being naturally somewhat of a light 
sleeper in the morning (in that condition I sometimes am half awake 
sa ae pects and wondering whether or not it was not almost time 
sae ae Lis ie once I heard a railroad whistle. I recognized it in an 
anne ime that it was the train that I ought to take coming 
Sates BE eat on he other side of the river, and the station was a 
ouslees eis ate ae I thought hard things, but rolled over and went 
dian wens a ah in about fifteen minutes there was a rap on the 
Aga an a 't want to wake up; I wish that fellow would go 

i ce spoke up, “Sir, your train has gone.” I reached 


over and grabbed hold of one of my shoes and said, “Go to Le els 
will not finish the story. 


I was impressed b; 


Sie i y the remark made by your Commander-in-Chief 
been ate you were no longer “kids.” Well, now, as I look 
pee ede why it is hard work to pick some of them out. 
Grgnd Mae i a that look youthful, that ‘I know belong to the 
ap peeteneeies cone men here the tops of whose heads are getting 
are gray, and Tas ngh er hair, I see some men here whose wh kers 
eT dae ee they are Sons of Veterans, and I feel something 
ter of a century 3 pane, In regard to a class of young ladies. A quar- 
at one Sunuay-cchositt ago, at the solicitation of the Superintendent 
little eiristaeatt aa i poke a class of little girls. ‘They were sweet 
site Sabbath Syntey ee every one. I tried to do my duty Sabbath 
Tengu Gees it class of little girls. ‘They were nice girls, and I 

was quite a pleasure to them. I am not conceited in thinking 
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it, for I know they took pleasure in coming to see me Sabbath after 
Sabbath, and sometimes they rather looked upon it as a privilege to sit 
upon the teacher’s knee. Time rolled on, the girls grew older, they 
did not sit upon my knees any longer. I grew older as well. In time 
that class of little girls became a class of young ladies, any one of 
whom could give me points on lots of things, and I then resigned the 
class. Well, I feel when I look upon these young men the same way. 
I remember, gentlemen, when your organization was first formed. I 
was in Springfield at the L. A. Tift Camp No. 15, of the Sons of Veter- 
ans, little beardless boys, some of them were not more than a dozen 
years of age, if that, and the oldest of them probably not above fifteen 
or sixteen. The organization as it was then went to pieces; it was 
h. But now you have gotten out of your swaddling clothes, and 
you are men among men. - We used to say as we looked over the 
ranks of the Sons of Veterans, “We can see ourselves, comrades, as 
we were in 1861.” We cannot say that any more. Twenty-five years 
ago your organization was formed. When twenty-five years of my life 
had passed I had been out of the service with an honorable discharge 
for nearly six years, and I am not by any means the youngest, far from 
it. We were boys. Our average age, I have been given to understand 
by statistics, was between twenty-two and twenty-three. Well, you beat 
that considerably. 

But I am asked to respond to the toast, “Our Comrades.” Some- 
thing is said of the word “neighbor” in holy writ, and the question 
was asked by one, “Who is my neighbor?” I feel like asking, “Who is 


my comrade?” We are taught in the Grand Army of the Republic 
that the disparity of rank, so necessary in the active service, must be 


here laid aside and we must greet each other only as comrades. Well, 
now, there has been something said about white sheep and black sheep, 
and that white sheep were more apt to do something than black sheep, 
and the reason is simply because there were more white sheep than there 
were black sheep. - Well, now, I am going to draw a little line between 
comrades. There were more privates in the ranks, more men who 
carried the guns than there were who carried the sword. All honor to 
the men who were worthy to bear their country’s commission and take 
command! I have often said that an army ever so brave, ever so strong, 
ever so numerous, without good leadership, is not an army but a mob; 
and on the other hand, officers, be they never so proficient in the science 
of arms, be they never so brave, without “the man behind the gun,” 
without the privates in the ranks they amount to almost nothing. I 
speak for the private in the ranks. The private in the ranks is the 
equal of the major-general. 

The Commander-in-Chief today of our grand organization was but 
a humble corporal in the ranks, and men who were the stars of a major- 
general are proud to serve today upon his staff. (Applause.) My own 
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colonel, I have heard him compliment himself and the regiment which 
he had the honor to command, and incidentally some of the others, 
by saying that of the thirty-six men who had occupied the honorable 
position of department commander in this department, three of them 
were from his regiment and all three of them were privates. Now I 
have nothing whatever to say against the officers, but during the war 
I did not chum with the officers particularly. (Laughter.) I was accus- 
tomed to do this and do that at the command of my superior officers. 
I don’t remember that they ever once said, “If you please.” It was, 
“Forward march, guide right, guide left,” or something to that effect. 
The order was peremptory; there was nothing of the “please” about it, 
and I do not remember that I was ever thanked for doing my duty. 
(Laughter.) That wasn’t the way we did it. (Comrade Judd here 
read a pleasing ditty entitled, “The man who carried the gun.”) 

Tam glad that I have the opportunity to speak for my comrades, 
for we love each other; we cannot help it. You, boys, have had good 
advice tonight. Your Brother Ham has talked to you as I wish I 
could talk. You have heard Commander-in-Chief ‘Tanner, and you 
have heard Comrade Gilman speak of your duties to your country. 
I do not lose sight of the fact that in your ranks are many Brothers 
who offered their lives as did we, in the little war of 1898. Tt was not 
so long a war as ours, but that makes no difference; you signed your 
names, you went at the call of your country and placed yourself and 
all that you held dearest at the disposal of your country in defence of 
your country’s flag; and just so long as time shall last, the young men 
of this country, if they live up to the example set and live up to the 
Principles which your order professes, will never lack for defenders. My 
Serua tes, I love them all, and you, Sons of Veterans, for all that you 
epresent, myself and my comrades love you as well. (Applause.) 


J. PAYSON BRADLEY 
Department Commander, Massachusetts G. A. R. 


Hes going for the train, or started, but we have the Commander- 

hief here, and when he left the Ladies of the Grand Army he said 
he was going down to the boys and make a night of it. Now I do 
not want to stay much after twelve o’clock. I have a great regard for 
Commander-in-Chief Tanner, and if I can save his life by staying a few 
munutes more, I will, because I think if we did not bring this to a close 
sometime our Commander-in-Chief would stay up until morning. 
(Commander-in-Chief: “You bet.”) But we have other duties to per- 
form tomorrow. I am not going to make a speech. We have heard 
Greece and Rome, and we have had orators here who could match any 
legislative body not only in this country but all over the earth. We have 
had advice given to us. We have had the example of Abraham Lincoln 
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held up to us. We have had comrades and brothers here turn around 
and refer to the flag for which we gave our lives. I remember when I 
was only eight years old that my mother made a little American flag 
for me during the Fremont campaign. It is way back to the edge of 
my memory, but from that moment I began to love the American flag, 
and then I saw on that flag, in my native town, a star with a long red 
streamer, and was told it represented bloody Kansas. Then came the 
campaign of Lincoln, and I continued to love the flag, and, boys, I have 
loved the flag until this day. I am not a crank on it; I revere it. 

I have seen the flag go out in battle at Cold Harbor when we ran 
down that hill and into the valley against the troops of Lee. Never 
in my life did I see a more magnificent sight than our good old flag 
carried aloft. Those that know me know that I love the flag so dearly 
that it is all I want for my winding sheet when I am laid away. On 
a little trip the other side of the water, it was my privilege to carry 
the American flag for the first time under arms in the streets of London, 
and I tell you what the American flag means to mother England, and 
it is more than it means here in America in some respects. When that 
flag came out from Charing Cross, and twenty thousand people lined 
the streets, every man, woman and child, from the prince to the boot- 
black, took off his hat and saluted the flag. (Applause.) It was the 
emblem of what? Their daughter, the United States. A lesson for us! 
That flag there, comrades, has been handled by the prince of the blood 
of England. Sacred as it is to me, given to me by a comrade when 
we went out, this is the only recollection—they may not know my 
name, they may not know anything about me, but they could say, 
“He was an American who evidently loved his flag!” 


It is one thing to give advice, but we want to practice; we might 
as well stop talking and go into practice. I heard the other day some 
one holding up this question, and he placed it right in New York. 
“We see men in high social positions descending to the very lowest.” 
We do not find any one that is a Grand Army man betraying his trust 
to the people. (Applause.) But it is some of those that have gained 
privileges and wealth and station by what we fought for and our com- 
rades lost their lives. I have heard citizens who never fought under 
the flag, not longer than three weeks ago, talking these very things, 
and that it must be put down and the honor of the nation required it, and 
all that, and then in their same breath (and I wish my comrade Gleason 
was here to vouch for that), have said to the other fellow: “John, you 
are going down to the West Indies. Bring me up a couple of boxes of 
cigars; you can run the duty with them.” ‘There’s where the trouble is, 
gentlemen. Why, I have been into a church even and heard a lady say, 
“Well, she had a nickel which the conductor didn’t take up, and she 
was going to put it into the contribution box for the missionaries.” 
By the gods, she only had a nickel that she stole from the company, 
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that’s what is the trouble; that was the size of her soul. That is the 
size of the soul of some people that make their figures with seven places 
in them. We have got to come to the full stature of Abraham Lincoln, 
do right because it is right, and be honest because it is right; and we 
have got to practice what we preach right among ourselves. I take it 
to myself, and I say, comrades, it is when we all turn to and do honest 
things and be honest, not only in our speech but in our action, then will 
come the millenium of this country and this world, and there will be 
no more wars, there will be no necessity for fighting, because men will 
then follow the great Commander of us all, Who died that right was right, 
who said that sin was sin, and that he who committed it would 
go down. Let us in our hearts, as we go into any action or business 
or anything, practice in our hearts that what we undertake to do we 
will do honestly, squarely, as in the sight of the great Commander Who 
will bring us to account at the judgment day. (Applause.) 


REV. DWIGHT FERRELL 
Of Camp 49, Natick. 


ie nan going to bring to you the dessert of this feast. You have had 

2 is meat; now I think you are ready for the dessert; but I am 
going to make it just the size of the piece of pudding that I had tonight; 
tis going to be very small. You have heard remarks of all sorts 
tonight, and they have all been good. I want to speak especially to the 
Sons now. 

‘ a do not need to tell you to wake up after the last speaker; he has 
reel Be per I have asked men to join Camp 49, and they 
male eee eu have no object.” They were mistaken. There are 
dae ae = fo} different camps here who say today, “We have no 
ae RR mistaken. We have an object, as an order, and 
Sees ae ee camp has an object, and that object is the teaching of 
ae Be a acne pure and simple. And do you know today that 
ai ean ee course a great many of us better know what patriot- 
a. peas 4 e do not have the patriotism, and let us remember we 
iat ito eas a Privilege of revealing the quality of our patriotism 
ens nae he the comrades of the Grand Army have revealed 
coups ade en i ne my friends and my brothers, there isa patriotism 
tie bea e i nee and it is the patriotism that is exemplified by 
ee nat history has produced. It was and is the patriotism 

aisle: y the life of Jesus of Nazareth; it was the patriotism 
exemplified by the life of Abraham Lincoln; it is the patriotism of which 
you have heard that stands for uprightness of character, that stands 
for a recognition of moral responsibility, and today that is the patriot- 
ism that the Sons of Veterans as an order should endeavor to teach. 
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You sce around you graft and you see dishonesty in business, you see 
impurity in life, you see weakness in the morals of society; you see a 
disintegration in all walks of life; you see our American flag that stands, 
or should stand for liberty and for uprightness and. for freedom, 
stained by unrighteousness because of certain individual citizens of this, 
our free country. It is not right, and you know it is not right, and I 
know it is not right. Let us then today, Sons of Veterans, strive to teach 
every individual with whom we come in contact, that the patriotism we 
need and that the patriotism we stand for is the patriotism that means 
honesty in business, purity in personal life, and patriotism that stands for 
the best and highest and that will bring advancement to our country and 
honor to our flag. (Applause.) 

After a song by Past Department Commander John E. Gilman, to 
the tune of, “Lead, Kindly Light,” “America” was heartily sung, and 
the banquet was brought to an end. 
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